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| 
to constitute a board of officers to make explora- | 
jjons, with the view to the selection of a site upon | 
the western waters for the erection of a national 
gmory. The board was composed of General | 
Armistead , Colonel Long, and Surgeon General | 
Lawson. This board, composed of the most dis- | 
tinguished officers of the army, made an extended 
exploration of the Mississippi valley, spending | 
some eight months in the performance of the ser- 
yice—examining some forty eight sites in the 1 
mean time; and reported in favor of Fort Massac. || 

} 


| 


| 


The reasons fer the preference given to this point 
are set forth in their report to the President on the 
subject. 
think, conclusive. The appropriation is to give 
effect to the proceedings had under the provision | 
of law referred to; and is therefore strictly in or- ] 
der in this view of the subject. 

The gentleman from Ohio objects to ‘*Massac,” | 


upon the ground that it was selected ten years ago. || 





Here again is a mistake: the selection was made /| noes 90. 


at a later date. The gentleman prefers another | 


exploragion and selection, and with this view has 
moved to strike out ‘“* Massac.’’ If he had said 
that he was opposed to the measure absolutely 


better suited to his object; for he could not have 

adopted a more effectual way of defeating it than | 
by arraying every competitor for the location of 
the institation against the particular location. The | 
gentleman probably knew this. But it is most 
strange that the gentleman should’ object to the | 
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|| nouncéd—ayes 71, noes 50. 


These reasons are substantial, and, as I || inserting therein the words “‘ at or near the city of 


































stalks. There are other reasons which | might | stricken out, his amendment became peculiar! 
assign, but —— || appropriate, as they were the two sites upon which 
(The hammer fell.) || the commission divided. And, indeed, considering 
The amendment of Mr. Vinton to the amend- || the professional character, as well as military po- 
ment being about to be put— || sition of the minority member of this commission, 
Tellers were demanded. || his (Mr. B.’s) constituents believed they oceupied 
Messrs. Corwin, and Brown of Mississippi, || a nearly equal, if not quite an equal position in the 
were appointed tellers, and the vote was an- | recommendation; and uniformly maintained their 
|| claim to the location of this armory of the West. 
|| For at most, it was only recommendatory to Con- 
0. || gress, by whom the selection was finally to be 
Mr. BOWLIN moved to fill the blank caused | 


So the amendment to the amendment was agreed 
t 


made, and in no manner binding. He (Mr. B.) 
by the adoption of Mr. Viwron’s amendment by || had not taken a lead in this matter, because he was Fe ae 
i embarrassed with the majority recommendation of ‘of eawae"? 
St. Louis.”’ the commision; but he had always stood ready to i 
Mr. JONES said, he had been at the Capitol contest the claim of location, in behalf of the rights pb 
ever ever since five o’clock, a.m. He moved that || of his constituents on the minority recommenda- Te 
the committee rise, and asked for tellers. tion, whenever Congress should attempt to estab- OST ES TF 
| Messrs. Feataerston and Casey were appoint- || lish the location. if oe 
ed tellers, and the vote was announced—ayes 10, He (said Mr. B.) had nothing to say in regard to on 5 
the claims of Fort Massac. It was out of the bill, & Biukstet 
No quorum voting— and placed so without his aid; and his business axa 
The CHAIRMAN ordered the Clerk to call the || now was with filling the blank thus created with oeee 
| roll, in Order to ascertain the names of the absent- || the next recommended point. is s 
| ees; which having been done, the committee rose \| As it regarded the claims of St. Louis to this is ae 
and irreconcilably, his reasoning would have been |! and reported the names of the absent members to || location, he had but a word to say, as her means BN: 
the House. and resources for facilitating the manufactory of aerere & 
A quorum having appeared, the committee re- || arms was not a question for debate before an in- oy ee 
| sumed its session. : telligent committee. Her more than a dozen found- ; es Fi 
Mr. BAYLY begged the indulgence of the || ries, her thousands of skillful mechanics, her mm “LiMn 
| House to make a single remark. The Committee || commercial concentration of all the articles neces- eA 
of Ways and Means went into session this morn- || sary in such an establishment, speak stronger in Wg 
ing at nine o’clock, and he had been constantly at || her behalf than anything he could urge. Besides, a ae 


measure on the score of the date of the report in | 
favor of it, when it has been in a large degree 
through his opposition that previows efforts in fa- 
vor of it have been defeated. If the ten millions | 
of people west of the Alleghanies are still depend- | 
entupon the armories at Harper’s Ferry and at 
Springfield for insufficient supplies of costly pub- 
lic arms, the gentleman from Ohio is as much re- | 
sponsible for the fact as any other one man. 

The establishment of a national armory upon 
the western waters was recommended by Mr. | 
Calhoun, as Secretary of War, in 1818. Since 
that period it has been often recommended by suc- | 
cessive Presidents and Secretaries of War, and in | 
the mean time explorations were made with a 
view to the consummation of the measure; but as 
the officers appointed to make these explorations | 
were not authorized to fix an absolute selection of | 
a site, those in the interests of the various towns | 


and cities who were rivals for the location divided, || 
and of course were defeated. To obviate the re- || 


currence of this result, and to secure the Missis- | 
sippi valley the advantages of a measure of so 
much importance, the provision already mentioned | 
was enacted in 1841. That provision authorized | 
the President to cause a suitable site on the West- 
ern waters to be selected for the erection of a na- 
tional armory; and the duty has been performed. 
It remains to be seen whether Congress will make 
the necessary appropriations to complete this 
work, and particularly whether members from 
are valley will again divide and be de- 





There are obvious considerations favorable | 
to the establishment of a public armory in the 
West. We often come under e ments to 
supply the Indian tribes with arms. These arms 
should be manufactured in the Mississippi valley, 
and not carted _over the mountains, or conveyed 
thousands of miles at great expense and risk, by 
te to the distant regionssinhabited by these 
“cian tribes. Ezonomy in to the public 
¢xpenditures would be subserved by the proposed 
ent Again: during the late war with Great 
aoe the deficiency of arms, and the impractica- 
ility of obtaining supplies for western and south- 
ern defence from the armories this side of the 
or aint left General Jackson to fight the battle 
ot ee Orleans almost without arms. i 
er Proportion of his force was without 
Sent psd a true ies sin pad of Bladens- 
ofortunately lost, largely, in conse- 
quence of the Wau OP exins. It Canes that no 
a ble erof our troops in that battle 
ere or 5 ina show of arms than eorn- 
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work since. He had been at work since five || the location selected there, was immediately be- OS ee 


o’clock this morning, and, except a cracker, no || tween the barracks and the arsenal, where it had nd 
food had passed his lips. He moved that the com- | on either hand a guard to protect the property, Be 
mittee rise. He must have time to-night toexam- | and a place for the deposit of the arms. Mak 
ine the amendments of the Senate to the civil and || Having said this much in support of his amend- a 
dip!omatic appropriation bill. || ment, he now submitted it to the calm judgment an thte 
Mr. VINTON desired also to say a word. || of the committee. os 54 
Objection was made, and much confusion en- || Mr. J. A. KING objected to the introduction uene 
sued. || of the words of the amendment, prefering to re- eae 
Mr. VINTON (amig loud cries of ‘order,’ || insert the words which had been stricken out. ; " 
‘torder,’’) hoped the cOmmittee would not rise. || The eligibility of Fort Massac had been consid- = ak 
. The question was then taken on the motion that || ered, and the Committee on Military Affairs had pupae 
the committee rise, and it was rejected—ayes 17, || decided in its favor, and had reported a bill, of the Neh 4 
noes 82. || passage of which there is no chance at the present Ce eee 
No quorum voting— | session. we) 
The roll was a second time called, and thenames | Mr. HALL moved that the committee rise, and ed wh, 
of the absentees reported to the House. asked for tellers. Messrs. Ocie and Bincuam were Ge 
A quorum having appeared, the committee re- || appointed tellers; and the vote was announced— aie. 
patted its session. ayes 14, noea 85. No quorum. aie 
The question was then again taken onthe mo- || Mr. STANLY asked the Chairman what was ete 
tion that the committee rise, and the vote stood— || the vote? ge ae 
ayes 30, noes 89. The CHAIRMAN said, ayes 14, noes 85. aest* 
The CHAIR stated that the question was on | Mr. SBANLY said he had taken notice, and Per 
the proposition of Mr. Bows to fill the blank with || only one Whig voted among the 14, and only 10 ata 
| the words * at or near St. Louis, Missouri.” | Democrats among the 85. ‘The large body of the F, that § 
| Me BOWLIN said, that in presenting the || Democratic party refusing to vote. ug 


The roll was called, and a quorum was found 
|| to bepresent. The fact was reported to the House, 


amendment, he deemed a brief explanation neces- 
| sary, as well to show the position St. Louis occu- 
pied in regard to this subject, as her high claims || and the Chairman resumed his seat. 

to the selection. This whole matter originated, The question recurring on the motion that the 
he said, in an authority given to the President to || committee rise, the tellers resumed their places, s 
select a site for an armory on the western waters, | and the vote was announced—ayes 26, noes 85. 
which was to be submitted to Congress for ap- || No quorum. 












proval. That the President appointed a commis- || Mr. STANLY asked the Chairman what was es 
sion of three, Colonel Armistead, Colonel Long, || the vote? 5 wh 
and Surgeon Generel Lawson, and after an elabo- || The CHAIRMAN said, ayes 26, noes 85. ae 


rate review of many sites, scattered over the lakes | Mr. STANLY said he wished the country to 
| and western rivers, they finally concluded, and by || know the fact, that only eight Democrats had vo- 

























a majority of the commission recommended, Fort || ted among the noes, and the ayes were Democrats. 
Masaac, in Illinois; having determined the ques- | Gentlemen on the other side, when the motion 
| tion that steam power instead of water was to be | was made that the committee rise, refused to vote. 
used. To that recommendation of the commis- | They are refusing to transact the public business. 
sion, Surgeon General Lawson dissented, and || Let the responsibility rest on the right shoulder. » 
highly recommended and supported the claims of | This has occurred more than once. 
the site which he (Mr. B.) now presented in his |) Mr. RICHARDSON asked if it was in order to 
amendment. He had (said Mr. B.) General Law- || move that the committee take a recess for an 
son’s report before him, and if he were not con- | hour? 
strained for time, [confined to five minutee,) he,| The CHAIR replied in the negative. There ‘me 
would like to have some of its paragraphs read,as || was no quorum present. s 
, amuch abler defence of his amendment than any- | The roll was then called, and a qnorum being 









thing he could offer, but time would not permit. || found to be present, the committee rose and re- cea 
Then, he said, if Fort Massac occupied the firet || ported the fact to the House, and the names of the A Soa 

position in this recommendation, St. Louis cer- absentees. ’ es 

tainly occupied the seeond, and Fort Massac being The CHAIRMAN then resumed his seat, and 


T 


oe ener pete 


1970. 


The question recurring on the motion that the 


commitiee rise, the tellers resumed their places, 
and the vote was announccd—ayes 43, noes 74. 

The question then recurred on the amendment 
of Mr. Bows to fill the blank in the paragraph 
proposed to be stricken out, by inserting the 
words “at or near the city of St. Louis;”’ and 
being pat, the vote was—ayes 8, noes 85, (no 
quorum voting.) : 

The roll was called a fifth time, and the names 
of the absentees reported to the House; and a quo- 
rum being present, the committee resumed its ses- 
BON. 


The question was again taken on the amend- | 
ment of Mr. Bow.in, and the vote was—ayes 69, | 


noes 20, (no quorum voting. ) 

The CHAIRMAN ordered the roll to be called. 

Mr. GENTRY rose to a question of order. He 
believed that a rule of the House required, when 
the committee found itself without a quorum, that 
the roll should be called and the fact reported to 
the House. They had had that operation repeated 
ofien, when nominally the committee was without 
a quorum; but when the roll was called, it always 


appeared they had a quorum. There had been | 


every time a visible, palpable fact that there was 
a quorum. Elis point of order was, that under 
such a state of facts it was not the duty of the 


chairman to report the non-existence of a quorum | 
when there was a quorum. The rule required that | 


every gentleman present should vote. It was an 


obvious fact that the committee had not been with- | 


oul a quorum to-night. 
** Order! order !’’ 

r. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, desired to 
know whether, when the committee found itself 
without a quorum, the chairman had any  discre- 
tion but. to call the roll? 

Cries of “Order! order!” Much confusion 
ensued, several members addressing the Chair at 
once. 


The CHAIRMAN was of opinion that the | 
126th rule was imperative: that ‘* whenever the | 
* committee found itself without a quorum, the 
* chairman shall cause the ro!l of the House:to be | 
‘called, and thereupon the committee shall rise, | 


‘and the Chairman shall report the names of the 
*absentees to the House; which shall be entered 


‘upon the Journal.’? The Chair knew of no mode | 
by which he could ascertain whether @ quorum | 


was present except by the report of the tellers. If 
the tellers did not report a sufficient number, the 
commitiee was found without a quorum, and the 
rule was imperative that the Chairman must cause 
the roll to be called. 

Mr.GENTRY submitted that it wasa false find- 
ing. (* Order! order!’’) [It was obvious to every 
member that a quorum was present. (* Order! 
order !’) ‘ 

Mr. CROWELL called for the reading of the 
42d rule, (requiring every member present to vote, ) 
and insisted upon its being enforced. 

Cries of “ Order! order !’’ * Call the nil! call 
the roll !’’ 

Mr. BUTLER, of Pennsylvania, appealed from 
the decision of the Chair overruling the point of 
order of Mr. Gentry. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, insisted 
that the rule was imperative that when the com- 
mittee found itself without a quorum, the roll 
should be called. 

‘Order! order!’ and much confusion, 

The CHAIRMAN said that the gentleman from 
Mississippi must take his seat. No remarks were 
in order. The Chair could not entertain two ques- 
tions at once. 


Mr. THOMPSON insisted that he had a right |! 


to be heard. 

Loud calls to order. 

‘The question was then taken, “ Shall the decis- 
ion of the Chair stand as the judgment of the com- 
ma 'ttee?”’ and the vote stood—ayes 51, noes 40, (no 
quorum owe nist 

Mr. CROWELL insisted on the enforcement 
of the rule requiring members present to vote. 


confusion, that he had been led into an error in 
entertaining the appeal, for. the reason that the 
state of \hings at the time of the appeal revealed 
the tact that noquorum was present to decide on 
the point of order. 

The roll was then called for the sixth time, and 
the committee rose and reported the names of the 
absentees to the House, 


| 
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_ A quorum being present, the committee resumed 
its session. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee, moved that the 
committee rise. 

The CHAIRMAN etated that he would enter- 
tain the motion on the ground that there had been 
intervening proceedings, to wit, the roll called and 
the absentees reported to the House. 

The question was then taken on the motion that 
the committee rise, and the vote was—ayes 68, 
noes 68. 


The Chair voting in the affirmative, the motion | 


“was carried. 

And the committee accordingly rose and reported 
progress. 

Mr. FEATHERSTON moved that the House 
adjourn; which was lost. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, moved that the 
House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, moved that 
there be a call of the House. 

Mr. HALL demanded the yeas and nays on this 
motion; which were ordered. 

Mr. WILLIAMS moved that the House ad- 
ourn. 

}? Mr. HAMPTON demanded’ the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 


The question was then taken, and the motion 


was rejected—yeas 61, nays 85. 

The question then recurred on the motion for a 
call of the House, on which the yeas and nays had 
been ordered. 

Mr. JONES asked to be excused from voting on 
this motion. 

Mr. HALL asked the yeas and nays on this 
motion. 

The SPEAKER stated that the motion fora call 
of the House was one of those questions on which 
gentlemen could not ask to be excused from voting. 

Mr. HALL appealed from this decision. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, demanded 
the yeas and nays on the appeal. 

Mr. WENTWORTH suggested that by com- 
mon consent there bea call of the House, and 
have the absent boys brought in. 

Mr. CARTTER. Is it now in order to move 
that the House adjourn? 

No response heard. 

The question being on the appeal, 

Mr. JONES asked to b® excused from voting 
on this motion 


dependent on the other, it was not in order to'ask 
to be excused from voting on it, 

Mr. JONES appealed from this decision. 

The SPEAKER stated that as there was an ap- 
peal pending, no other could be entertained. 











| 


Mr. CARTTER. [movethat the House ad- 
ourn, 

Mr. HAMPTON. I demand the yeas and nays; 
and they were ordered. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, was under- 
stood to ask, whether it would be in order to 
withdraw the motion for a call? 

The response of the SPEAKER was not heard. 

Mr. STANLY asked whether these various mo- 
tions for a call of the House, for adjournments, and 
to be excused from voting, are entered upon the 
Journal ? 

The SPEAKER stated, that all motions enter- 
tained by the Chair were entered upon the Journal. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
adjourn, and it was rejected—yeas 58, nays 85. 

The question then recurred on the appeal of Mr. 
Haut from the decision of the Chair. 

The House refused to ordez the yeas and nays, 
and the Chair was sustained. 

The question recurring on the motion for a call 
of the House— 

Mr. WILLIAMS moved to adjourn, which 
motion was agreed to on a division—ayes 68, 
noes (2. 

So the House, at half-past eight o’clock, ad- 


The CHAIRMAN desired to state, to avoid || J°™"**- 


PETITIONS, &e. 


The following petitions and memoria! were pre- 
sented under the rule, and referred to the appro- 
priate committees: ‘ 

By Mr. McLANAHAN: The petition of Curtis Thomp- 
son and other citizens of Pennsylvania, against the re- 
newal of the patent granted to Austin & Zebulon Parker, 
for alleged improvements upon reaction water wheels. 





The SPEAKER said that this question being” 


Sept. 25, 


“Pe MM cacwe ce. 
y Mr. © : The memorial : 

of Philadelphia, asking for a reduction of pose? Citizens 
form rate upon letters and hound books. “eo 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, September 25, 1850. 


On motion, the reading of the Jou : 
pensed with.” 7 ral was dia. 






MEMORIALS, &c. 

Mr. PRATT presented a memorial, signed |, 
citizens of Bladensburg and other parts of Prin 
George’s county, in the State of Maryland, yr ine 
that so much of the Columbia turnpike cat 
lies within the limits of the District of Columbie 
may be purchased by the United States and made 
free of tolls; which was referred to the Committee 
on the District of Columbia. , 

PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 

On motion by Mr. DICKINSON, certain letters 
of Mr. J. D. Marks, which accompanied the pa- 
pers in relation to the Mexican indemnity }j\) 
were withdrawn and ordered to be returned to him, 


|| They were private letters, and were presented 


among the other papers by mistake. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Com. 
merce, to which was referred the bill to establish 


|| certain light-houses, fog-lights, beacons, a buoys 


on the coast of the State of California, and for the 
security of the coast and harbors of said State 
together with various documents relating to the 
subject of light-houses, light-boats, signa} lishts 
&c., in different portions of the United States, re. 
ported a bill making appropriations for light-houses 
and other purposes; which was read and passed to 
a second reading. 

On motion by Mr. BUTLER, ordered that the 
Committee on the Judiciary be discharged from 
the further consideration of all the papers referred 
to it, upon which report has been made. 

WIDOW’S PENSION. 

On motion by Mr. MORTON, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider, as in Committee of the Whole, 
Senate bill No. 167, being the bill for the relief of 
Mrs. A. M. Dade, widow of the late Major F. L. 
Dade, of the United States army. 

Mr. MORTON. 1 will say but one word in 
explanation of this bill. It provides for placing on 
the pension roll the widow of Major Dade, who 
fell at Dade’s massacre during the war in Florida. 
She is now in extreme indigence, what little prop- 
erty she once had having been swept away from 
her, and is dependent for support upon the sweat 
of the brow of an aged father, now seventy years 
old. She is a resident of my town, in Florids, 
and I know her situation well, and if there ever 
was a case which called for the kind interference 
of the Government, it is that of Mrs. Dade. | 
will remark further, that the bill is similar to the 
one passed in January, 1849, for the relief of the 
widow of Major Millard, who also fell in Florida, 
which certainly was not as strong a case as this. 
Without further remarks, I submit it to the Sen- 
ate to say whether, she shall not have the relief 
asked. 

The bill was then reported to the Senate, and no 
amendment having been proposed, it was ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading, and was sub- 

uently read a third time and passed. 

n motion by Mr. SMITH, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider, as in Committee of the Whole, 
Senate bill No. 234, being the bill for the relief of 
Frances B. Gardiner. . ; 

Mr. SMITH. The Senate has just provided a 
pension for the widow of Major Dade, and | now 
ask the Senate to pass the bill for the relief of 
Mrs. Frances B. Gardiner, the widow of Captain 
George P. Gardiner’, who was the second in com- 
aunt and who also fell in Dade’s massacre. The 


two cases are precisely similar, and I hope this 
bill will be passed, for this lady is in needy cir- 
cumstances, and is now gaining a scant subsist- 


ence by keeping a few boarders in a manufactur 
ing village in Connecticut. ; 

here being no amendment offered, the bill was 

reported to the Senate, ordered to be engrossed, 

and was subsequently read a third time and passed. 
ENLARGEMENT OF THE CAPITOL. 

The following resolution, submitted yesterday by 

- Hunter, was considered, to a third 

reading, and was read a third time and passed: 
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“ That the Committee on Public Buildings be au- 
osama tovite gions, panied by estimates, for the 

rension of the Capitol, to allow a premium of $500 
for the plan which may be adopted by the Committee on 
public Buildings, acting jointly, of the two Houses of Con- 
gress, 10 be paid out of the contingent fund of the Senate."? 


CLERK TO THE COMMITTEE OF CLAIMS. 


The following resolution, which was submitted 
by Mr. Nornis on Monday, came up on its third 

ding: 

e saaill That the Committee of Claims be authorized 
employ @ clerk annnally, whose duties, as said commit- 
7 <hall direct, shall be the same as now performed by the 

k of the Committee of Claims of the House of Repre- 
ceiatives until otherwise ordered by the Senate; to be 
err vy the Secretary of the Senate ont of the contingent 
pied such compensation as shall be fixed by the committee, 
pot exceeding that allowed to engrossing clerks of the Sen- 
ate.” 

Mr. CASS. I hope the resolution will not be 
greed to. This allowing of clerks to our com- 
mittees will continue until every one of theft 
becomes an annual officer, and, for one, | am 
opposed to any such system. ‘ , 

‘Mr. NORRIS. I hope the resolution will be 
greed to. A similar proposition was referred to 
the Committee of Claims at the commencement 
of the session, which came from the Committe of 
Claims at the last session, and was recommended 
by them. The Commitiée of Claims being com- 

sed of new members—a majority of them not 
only gf the committee, but of the Senate itself— 
they Wlayed action on the subject until they might 
be better quatified to judge whether it was proper 
or not. They have come to the conclusion, with- 
out a dissenting voice, to report this resolution. 
The Committee of the House of Representatives 
appoint their clerk annually, and they bear testi- 
mony to the great advantages to be derived from 
it. It is proposed in this case, in addition to the 
duties imposed on the clerk here, that during the 
recess he shall make a digest and abstract, properly 
classified, of the cases passed upon during the 
session. [tis of great importance to the commit- 
tee to have an abstract and digest of what they do. 
That process is now going on ia the House of 
Representatives, and they have some seven or 
eight clerks employed in bringing up such an ab- 
stract from the commencement of the Government. 
What we propose is to impose on our clerk the 
performance of a like labor, so far as the action of 
the present session is concerned, and not to go 
back, for that he cannot do. There is another 
consideration in relation to this matter. TheCom- 
mittee of Claims have now before them a large 
number of very important matters, and it is pro- 
posed, further, that during the recess the matters 
which shall be undisposed of shall be thoroughly 
investigated. The committee, as it now stands, 
would otherwise have to be discharged from their 
consideration. The proposition is, that, under the 
direction of the committee, the clerk shall be em- 
ployed in furnishing and looking up cases which 
bear on the cases to be settled hereafter by the 
Senate. I believe that it is not only important, 
but an act of economy that this. clerk should be 
kept at labor during the year. That is my belief. 
When clerks are asked for here (and it is all 
proper) for the Secretary of the Senate, they are 
accorded at once. When a bureau or a department 
asks for clerks, they are also accorded at once. 
But when a committee of the Senate ask it, on the 
ground that it will expedite their business, and 
accomplish it in a more systematic manner, Sena- 
tors rise and cry out, ‘‘extravagance!’’ These 
very Senators will vote millions without a mur- 
mur, for purposes altogether unnecessary, but 
but when a committee of the Senate come here and 
ask but for a clerk, to expedite their operations, 
and enable them to discharge themselves of the 
burdens under which they labor, the cry is, **econ- 
omy,” “economy.” We ask but $500 or $600 
& year, at the outside, in order that we may be 
able to discharge our duties properly and method- 
ically, and I hope the resolution will be , 

Mr. CASS. _ If the honorable Senator from New 
ampshire alludes to me, I can only say that on 
every question I vote according to the best of my 

Judgment, and do not submit to the direction of 
any committee. Iam willing to receive their rec- 
ommendations, and to treat them with respect; 
but, when-that is done, { give my vote according 
to what are my convictions of duty. It appears to 
me that this is the commencement, the first step, of 
® system that inevitably leads to the co 


nsequence 
of making permanent every clerk of every com- 


mittee of Congress. You cannot avoid it. [t is 

just as stife as that to-morrow will come. I am 

therefore opposed to it. 
Mr. WALKER. I believe there are committees | 


which have had permanent clerks assigned to them. 
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I believe that a resolution has been offered to give | 


a permanent clerk to one or two of the other com- 
mittees. If fam not mistaken, | believe the Com- 
mittee on Pensions has had one assigned to it. | 
should like to know whether that is so? 

The PRESIDENT. lam not aware that there 
has been a permanent clerk assigned to any com- 
mittee. During the recess between the present and 
the next session, the Post Office Committee has 
been authorized to retain itsclerk. But that is not 
a permanent clerkship. 

Mr. WALKER. I was under the impression 
that both the Post Office Committee and the Com- 
mittee on Pensions had had clerks assigned to 
them during the recess. I merely wish to say that 
I am opposed to such a practice. 
cannot be here during the recess, and as surely as 
they entrust the performance of their duties to 
clerks, they wiil have to go through the whole of 
them over again themselves. If there has been a 
permanent clerk appointed for either of these com- 
mittees, | now give notice that if I can obtain the 
floor during the present session, [ shall offer a res- 
olution rescinding such appointments. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. I am a member of the 
| Committee of Claims, and know something of the 
duties which the clerk to that committee has to 
perform. I know that his services are necessary 
to the interests of the Government. The House 


mittee of Claims for years, and great benefits have 
| been realized in consequence. lam satisfied, from 


| this gentleman will be most useful between this 
| and the next session of Congress; and I am as- 
tonished that there should be any objection to con- 
tinuing this clerk, precisely as the clerk is contin- 
ued by the Committee of Claims of the House of 
Representatives. I hope the resolution will be 
adopted. 
Mr. TURNEY. Iam opposed to the appoint- 
ment of these clerks as much on the score of econ- 
|omy as from the effect it will have. When a 
| claim i unanimously reported from the committee, 
we usually pass it without much investigation or 


have a clerk to examine the claims, that they may 


adopting what the clerk does, and the Senate 
adopting what the committee does. Sir, we passed 
| a bill two or three months ago establishing a board 
of accounts, by which it was designed that these 
claims should be referred to that board. I am 
very willing that that principle should be carried 
into effect. But to have all these claims presented 
to Congress reported upon merely by a clerk, and 
he, too, perheps, paid by more than half of the 
claimants for a favorable report, is carrying the 





matter further than I can go. 
selected by the committee, and itis, perhaps, with 
them a matter of favoritism; for this same Com- 
mittee of Claims took some four or five months of 
the session to select their clerk from among the 


asked that t : 
recess of Congress to examine these claims, so as 





to be able to present them to the committee at the | 


| next séssion, the committee thereupon to make 
their reports, and these reports to pass through 


Congress. Sir, { regard it as transferring the 


whole business of a committee to a clerk under a | 


compensation of four dollars per day. 1 am alto- 
gether unwitling to confer any such power upon a 
clerk. 
ous to the Treasury. I think that these claims had 
better be examined by the committee themselves; 
and I have no doubt that if the 
all, it would be all the better. 


had no clerk at 
he clerk is to re- 


lieve the committee, and what he does, the com- | 


mittee do not do; and what they do, he does not 


do; and [| think that the committee themselves | 
ought to examine these claims and report upon | 


them, withput the aid of a clerk. 
Mr. NORRIS. 


can help it. I contend for no such thing as has 
been alleged by the Senator from Tennessee. I 


The committee || 


of Representatives have given a clerk to its Com. | 


the amount of business now pending before the | 
Senate Committee of Claims, that the services of || 


objection; and we are now told that they must | 


be prepared to report. upon them—the committee | 


This clerk is to be || 


different candidates who wanted the situation. | 
Finally, or made a selection; and we are new | 
at clerk may be continued during the || 


I think that such a policy would be ‘ruin- | 


I do not like to be misrepre- || 
sented by any Senator here, neither shall I, if I | 
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| merely ask that, under the direction of the Com- 
mittee of Claima, the clerk shall collect such in- 
formation as he may be able to get, so that the 
committee may act more promptly. I do not pro- 
pose that he should make out any reports at all. 
Mr. DICKINSON. 1 perceive the impatient 
feeling of the Senate, and therefore | shall not con- 
| sume their time on this question. I have great 
| faith in the Committée of Claims, and | know the 
|| feelings of prudence and sagacity and economy 
| which actuate its members. Still, 1 am afraid of 
this practice of giving permanent clerks to com- 
mittees. It never has been done before, and { 
should regret to see it done now, except upon the 
| fullest consideration and the most absolute neces- 
| sity. It is most likely that no necessity will exist 
| for such services after the next sessian of Con- 
ress, 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I do not know 
| what will be the duties of this clerk during the re- 
cess, if one should be appointed. Committees are 
| obliged to report during the session, or else they 
are discharged from the further consideration of 
the subjects referred to them. In that case all the 
papers come upon the files of the Senate. A com- 
mittee in the House of Representatives is entirely 
different from one in the Senate. The two ses- 
| sions of each Congress in the House of Repre- 
| sentatives may be considered as one. The Senate 
is a perpetual body, and everything done is an en- 
| tire thing. The cases are not parallel atall, [ 
| cannot conceive what duties this clerk will have to 
| perform during the recess of the Senate, unless the 
| Senate submit to him the papers during the recess 
| alao; and to that I object. 
| The question was then taken on the passage of 








| the resolution, and jt was rejected. 
RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, submitted the fol- 

| lowing resolution; which was read, and passed to 

| a second reading: 

Resolved, That the Sergeant-at-Arms of the Senate be 
and he ia hereby authorized to place the name of Fetix D. 
Queen on the roll of messengers, and that there be paid to 
him, out of the contingent fund of the Senate, the same per 
diem and compensation as is allowed to the messengers of 
the Senate, commencing with the present session ot Cot- 
| gress. 

Mr. SHIELDS submitted the following resolu- 
tion for consideration! 

Resolved, That Michael Dooley, who has charge of the 
folding room, be continued by the Sergeant-at-Arms during 
the recesses of the Senate, to attend to the folding and send- 
ing off the documents of the Senators; and that the decu- 
|| ment and mail wagons be continued in like manner, for the 

transmission of the mail and documents as heretofore , and 
| that the Sergeant-at-Arme employ such additional foiders, 
to be paid by the piece, at prices fixed by the House of Re- 
resentatives, if he deem it necessary for finishing the folding 
by the meeting of the next session. 

On motion by Mr. DODGE, it was ordered that 
it be referred to the Committee on the Contingent 
Expenses of the Senate. 

CHARLES STUART'S PENSION. 

On thmotion of Mr. WHITCOMB, the Senate 
proceeded to consider, as in Committee of the 
Whole, House bill No. 120, being an act for the 
relief of Charles Stuart. 

There being no amendment offered, the bill wae 
reported to the Senate, ordered to be read a third 
time, and was subsequently read a third time and 
passed. 


FORTIFICATION BILL. 
The bill from the House of Representatives 
| making appropriations for certain fortifications of 
the United States for the year ending Jane 20th, 
| 1851, was read a first and second time by ita title, 
/ and referred to the Committee on Finance. 
LAND TITLES IN MICHIGAN, 
The bill providing for the examination and set- 
tlement of claims for land at the Sault Ste. Marie, 
| in.Michigan, was returned from the House of Rep- 
| resentatives with the following amendment: 
| See. 7, line 23—after the word “expenses” strike out “and 
| to cover said per diem and expenses a sum not to exceed 
i $1,500 is hereby appropriated, out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated.”’ 
On the motion of Mr. FELCH, the amendment 
'| of the House was concurred in. 


1 


i COMMISSARIAT DEPARTMENT. 

The bill from the Senate to increase the commia- 
sariat of the army was returned with the follow- 
ing amendment: 
|| Add to the bill—“ And be it enacted, That the senior aid~ 


de-camp of the major-general commanding the army ma 
| be taken from the captains or majors of the army, and shalt 
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be allowed the pay and emoluments of a major of cav- | 
alry.’? 

On the motion of Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, 
the amendment was concurred in. 

GENERAL PENSION BILL. 

Gn motion by Mr. JONES, the Senate proceeded | 
to consider, as in Committee of the Whole, Sen- 
bill No. 137, being the bill to regulate the pensions 
of officers, soldiers, seamen, and marines, who 
have been or may hereafter be disabled while in | 
the service of the United States. 

Mr. JONES. In order to remove all the objec- 
tions to this bill, in consequence of allowances | 
that may be thought extravagant, although the 
committee have unanimously agreed to these | 
allowances as they are in the bill, | will move to 


Senator to vote for the bill. We have passed 
many special bills for the relief of officers and sol- 
diere who are disabled; but this a general bill, | 
which will embrace many cases, and avoid the ne- | 
cessity of passing numerous bills in individual | 
canes. 
of the first section the words ** double the amount,’’ 
and insert * fifty per cent.’’ 

Mr. HUNTER. J would suggest to the Sen- | 
ator from lowa that perhaps he can make his bill | 
more acceptable to others, and accomplish all the | 
purposes he has in view, by striking out the fourth | 


| 


section; and in order to show why I make the mo- || 
|| arm, double the amount of pension at present allowed to || 


tion, if he will withdraw his motion I will ask to 
have a letter read which I have received from the 
Commissioner of Pensions, in answer to a com- 
munication from me, calling his attention to this 
very case. 

The letter was accordingly read, as follows: 


Pension Ovrice, August 2, 1850. 


} 


| 


i 
| 


Sir: | herewith return Senate bill No 137, “ to regulate || 


the pensions of officers, soldiers, seamen, and marines who | 
have been or may hereafter be disabled while in the service 
of the United States.’? 

The first three sections of this bill were suggested by me 
in January, 1849; and if a Jaw containing these sections 
were passed, the additional expenditure would not amount 
to twenty thousand dollars at the highest calculation, as the 
number of wen disabled by the actnal loss of limbs or eyes 
in battie does not amount to more than one in fifty of those 
who draw invalid pensions. Batif the fourth section should | 
pass, the effect would be to inerease the pension of every 


guan who is now on the roll to treble or quadruple the amount \| word * treble,”’ in the third line of the second 1] 


which he now receives, From litte more than three hundred 
thousand dollars, the amount of the present annual expend- | 
iture for invalid pensions, this item would be increased to 
eleven or twelve hundred thousand dollars. 
By this bill the pensions of officers would be increased in 
most cases to the following rates: 
ali officers above that grade, ninety dollars per month ; Ma- 


| 





jor, seventy five dollars per month; Captain, sixty dollars || 


per wonth ; First Lieutenant, fifty-one dollars per month ; 
Second Lieutenant, forty-five dollars per month; Third | 
Lieutenant, forty-two dollars per month : Ensign, thirty-nine 
dollars per month. 


I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant, || « doyble.’’ 


J.L. EDWARDS. | 
Hon. R. M. T. Honrer, Senate of the United States. 
Mr. HUNTER. 
from lowa that if he will withdraw his motion, | 
will move to strike out the fourth section 
Mr. JONES. 1 am very confident, 
other members of the committee are confident, that 
there js a mistake about this estimate. 
section provides for giving the same pension to a 
man whose arm or leg is bent in consequence of a | 


wouad, and te in such a condition as to be useless, | 
as to tie man whose limb has been taken off. It || 


will be a great deal better in many cases to be || That the pensions hereby authorized, are hereby al- 


without thelimb than to have one in the disabled 


and useless condition in which some of them are. || Ses of the person, who, 
| entitled. 


I think thig is the fair interpretation to be given to 
the term disabled. 

The question was then taken on the amendment, 
ani it was agreed to. 

Mr. HUNTER. I now move to strike out the 
whole of the fourth section, which is in these 
words: 

“Seo. 4. wind be it further enacted, That the terms * lose 
in battic’ of « limb or limbs used in this act, shall be con- 
strued to mean such injury to a limb or limbs as shall de- 
prive the person of the use of such limb or limbs to the 


Mr. EWING. TI have looked at the section 
with some care, and I certainly think it is right. 
If a man carries abouta disabled limb which is 
totally useless, he is worse off than a man who 
has lost a limb. If this section should not be 
struck out, I do not think that there will bea very | 
extravagant expenditure, as has been suggested. | 
The proportion of limbs utterly disabled cannot be 


very great. 
Mr. FELCH. I apprehend the difficulty about 


|| atall. 


I move to strike out in the fourteenth line || 


|| Mr. JONES. 
in the nineteenth line of the first section, by stri- || 


Lieutenant Colonel, and || 


I will suggest to the Senator || 


Ra the | 


The fourth || 


| 
| 
degree of total disability.” | 
i 
| 


| the effect of this section arises from this fact: The 


| words “ total disability,” as used at the depart- 


ment, constitute a technical term, according to 
| which it is understood that the limb cannot be used 
And so of all other disabilities. The term 
has reference to labor; which a man cannot per- 
form in consequence of the injury received. This 
term has had a long-standing and well-understood 
| meaning at the department, and the letter of the 
|Commissioner is founded upon the construction 
given to that term. Of course he is enabled to de- 
| termine how many will be brought within the pro- 
visions of this bill. [I am told they have the actual 
knowledge at the department, which they had not 
at the time the bill was first brought forward, as to 


j | the number of persons who have suffered in this 
make such reductions as | think will induceevery | 


way. Atall events, [ have no doubt the report of 
| the Commissioner is correct, taking into account 
the technical meaning of the term which is applied. 
| Mr. JONES. I promised 1 would not consume 
| the time of the Senate in discussion; but I hope 
| the motion to strike out will not prevail. 
The question was taken, and the motion was 
not agreed to. 
I now move to amend the bill 


| king out “one hundred and fifty,”’ and inserting 
| “fifty.” That portion of the section provides 
| for— 

“Each commissioned officer, for the loss of a leg or an 


|| any such officer, according to grade, for the highest disabil- 


ity; and to all non-commissioned officers, warrant officers, 
petty officers, musicians, privates, seamen, and marines, an 


|| addition of fone hundred and] fifty per centum in each case, 
|| in lien of the pensions now allowed by law to thoge persons 


) for the highest degree of disability.’ 

Mr. CASS. I wish -to say that | trust no Sen- 
ator will measure the services which we propose 
| to compensate in this way, as they would measure 
|| many other services. They are services which 
‘| were rendered with blood; these are pensions 
|| bought with blood, and it becomes this Congress, 


|| ag itis in the hearts of the American people, to || 
|| treat these persons with the utmost indulgence. 1] 


| do trust the amendment will be agreed to. 
The amendment was adopted. 
Mr. JONES. I now move to strike out the 


| 
| 
| 


That 


| section, and insert she word ‘‘ double.”’ 
| portion is in these words; 


* Sec, 2. And be it enacted, That for the loss in battle of | 
both eyes, hoth legs, or both arms, commissioned officers of 


every grade shall receive [treble] the amount now allowed 
| by law for the highest degree of disability.” 


| The amendment was agreed to. 
| Mr. JONES. I move still further to amend by 


| striking out the word ‘ quadruple,” -in the sixth 


'| line of the same section, and inserting the word 
The closing part of the section was 


| as follows: 
| And all the persons wounded as aforesaid, shall receive 
| (quadruple) the amount now allowed by law for the highest 
|| degree of disability.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

| Mr. HUNTER. I move to amend the first 
|| section in the tenth line, by striking out the words 
‘‘when the original pension commenced,’’ and 
| inserting the words ‘ of the passage of this act.’’ 
The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. MASON. 


wish to add to the last section, as follows: 


| lowed for five years to the wand if there be one, if not, to 
i 


Mr. FELCH. I would like to inquire of the 
|| Senator from Virginia if he has any information 
|| by which he can make us acquainted with the 
|| number of cases to which this amendment will ap- 
|| ply, and the amount of expense which will be in- 
currred ? 


Mr. MASON. I have not that information. 


arm, lived in the State of Virginia. 
while this bill was pending, in extreme old age, 
without ever having received the bounty of his 
| country. 

Mr. FELCH. I merely wish to say that [ 
think the amendment will open a very wide door, 
if it shall be adopted. I hope that before such a 
| provision is adopted, the matter will be referred to 

a committee, in order that we may have the infor- 
mation we need as to the extent of its application. 
A provision of a somewhat similar kind was in- 
troduced a short time ago, and [ asked to have it 
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laid over for the purpose of making inquiries ... 
its extent; and Rag acl at be Pocinvon to 
I ascertained that the amount of money whi 
would be requisite to meet the demand shar 
would be created by the passage of the provi teh 
would ‘be from $800,000 to $1,000,000. ‘How 1" 
this may extend, | cannot say. | we And 
have further information with regard to the offen 
of this amendment before we agree to adopt it, 
Mr. SMITH. 1 have not attended particular! 
to this subject, but it strikes me that if thisameny 
ment prevails we shall be called on not only ,, 
provide for the minor children of those who den 
wounded and have died, in case the widows dates 
| not living, but for those who are adults; and not 
| only for those who may be poor, but for those 
| who are wealthy. I do not understand that that 
is the policy of the Government. Cong-+sg has 
provided pensions for widows often, w ome. 
' times for minor children; but Ido not k 44, ofan 
| instance where Congress provided for |. .22 wa, 
If we do it at all, we should go alter 
_ and arrange the provision as to confine the pension 
| to those who are poor. I think the amendment is 
_ altogether too vague to be adopted with safety, 
Mr. BRIGHT. I think this amendment of the 
| Senator from Virginia is entirely too broad. The 
| case to which he has referred may have merit, and 
| if it has he can bring in a separate bill and get re. 
lief. The Senate cannot now tell the nuggber of 
| persons who may apply for relief onsetiie, a 
| provision, nor the amount of money which will be 
expended. If the widow be dead the children are 
to have it, and it will go still further. The effect 
| of it will be nothing more nor less than this: to give 
| pensions to agents and jobbers. The effect will be 
| to set the men to work who live by that process, 
| to ascertain who are entitled to pensions, or who 
may havea claim which by possibility may be 
| brought within the provision of the law. [ am 
| opposed to the proposition, for | think it a danger. 
ous one. 
Mr. SHIELDS. Let the amendmert be con. 
| fined to widows and minor children. If it be adopted 
as it now is, it will kill the bill. 
Mr. MASON. This system of pensioning ina 
| popular Government is a ae thing, 
hen a pension is 
to be granted the law does not inquire whether the 
pensioner is able to maintain himself or not, 
| whether he is rich or poor. All are alike, from 
the necessity of the case. Our a in regard to 
| the military pensions has been that where the suf- 
| ferer is not ey to receive them, we should 
| grant a bounty to his widew and children for at 
| least five years. I have not that prescience which 
enables some gentlemen to say what will kill the 
| bill and what will invigorate it. I think the amend- 
| ment right, and I submitted it to the Senate for 
their adoption. 

Mr. JONES. _I move to amend the amendment 
| by inserting before the word * children’’ the word 
|‘ minor,” so that the amendment shall provide 
that these pensions shall be granted to the widow, 
or, if there be no widow, to the minor children. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi: I merely wish to 
state to the Senate that the Committee on Military 


and yet we are driven to it. 





| i ted a bill to put the wid d 
I have an amendment which 1 | Se ae er et es exp 


orphans of soldiers of the United States army upon 
| the same footing as the widows and orphans of 





|| sailors of the United States navy. By that bill, if 


living, would have been || ® S0'dier is killed in battle, or died in consequence 


| of disease contracted or injury received while in 
| the line of his duty, his widow, or if he leaves no 


|| widow, his child or children under seventeen years 


_ of age, shall be placed on the pension roll. The 


|| bill provides that its provisions shall be retroactive, 


so far back asthe 7th day of May, 1845. We 
had some hesitation in fixing the day, but it will 


I | be in the power of the Senate to change it. But 
have offered that amendment because of this fact. || the question can better be considered on the gen- 
One of the petitioners for a pension having lost an || eral bill. 

He died || 


The amendment to the amendment was agreed to. 

The amendment as amended was rejected. 

The bill was then to the Senate, and 
the amendments which had been made in Com- 
mittee of the Whole were concurred in. 


| Mr, BRIGHT. IL now renew the motion which 


| was rejected in committee, to strike out the fourth 


section of the bill, and on that question I ask the 
yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. ; 3s 
Mr. BRIGHT. 1 understand that this section 
is recommended to be stricken out by the Com- 
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nissioner of Pensions, who has examined this bill | 

roughly, and is conversant with the whole sub- 
wot, | would - on his judgment in this matter | 
ere than upon the judgment of any one in the 
circle of my acquaintance. I concur with him in) 
the opinion that this section ought to be stricken 





war CASS. I know the Commissioner of Pen- 
sions,is an honest man. He has been in his office 
for thirty years, but the nature of his investiga- 
tions has, in a great measure, tended to make him 
set his face against pensions. This is human na- 
wre. But this is a question of which we should 


} 
! 
| 
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battle of both eyes, both legs, or both ‘arms, commissioned 
officers of every shail receive double the amount now 


allowed by law for the highest degree Of disability; and all 


Sec. 3. And be it 
teg.or an arm in battle, the person so disabled shall be paid 
according to the rate prescribed by the second section.” 


This bill was subsequently read a third time and 
passed. 


SAFETY OF PASSENGERS. 
The bill from the House to provide additional 


| security for the lives and property of passengers 


judge for ourselves. It isa question which every || in vessels propelled in whole or in part by steam 


- 4 }} 
mber should vote upon, according to his own | : 
me ; || referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


judgment, and on his own responsibility. 

Mr. HUNTER. I would simply state that the | 
Commissioner of Pensions says this fourth section | 
would increase our pension appropriation from a | 
jitle more than $300,000, the present annual | 
smount of expenditure for invalid pensions, to 
eleven or twelve hundred thousand dollars. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. 1 hope the chair- 
man of the Committee on Pensions will so modify 
the language of this section as to secure what I am 
sure he desires. This fourth section, as it now is 
in the bill, uses a technical expression, ** total dis- 
ability.”’. ** Total disability,” as used in giving a | 
certificate, often means a disability that cannot in- | 
terferé with a person acquiring a livelihood in some | 
othet way than he has been accustomedto. A | 
soldier, for instance, who should lose half of his 
forefinger on the right hand, would be entitled to 
acertificate of ** total disability,”’ and would get 
the highest rate of pension now allowed. So a 
person that had been a clerk, but who had entered 
thearmy, might have his left arm shattered; he 
would then be totally disabled from performing 
the duties of a soldier, but he might obtain a live- 
lihood by following his former pursuit. I think 
the Committee on Pensions only meant to consider | 
ita * total disability ’’ when the injury to the limb 
was such that it mattered not to the individual 
whether it was amputated or not. This would be 
accomplished by making the section read, that 
“the terms ‘loss in battle’ of a limb or limbs, 
used in this act, shall be construed to mean such 
injury to the limb or limbs as shall totally deprive | 
the person of the use of such limb or limbs.”’ The | 
term “limb” of course means an arm or leg, and | 
not a finger, 

Mr. JONES. I agree to that modification. 

Mr. DAViS. Between the ingenuity of claim 
agents and the undefended condition of the Trreas- 
ury, nothing buat the vigilance of the Commis- 
sioner of Pensions saves the ‘Treasury in regard to 
these pensions. And I am inclined to believe that 
it is better to strike out this section. Then, when 
a case arises of the total disability of a soldier, | 
where the limb was not amputated, it can be pro- 
vided for by special legislation. 

The question being taken, by yeas and nays, on 
the motion to amend by striking out the fourth 
section, resulted: 


YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Barnwell,. Bright, Butler, | 
Chase, Clarke, Clay, Davis of Mississippi, Dawson, Dickin- | 





son, Dodge of Wisconsin, Downs, Felch, Fygte, Greene, | 
Gwin, Hamlin, Hunter, King, Mason, Norri e, Pratt, | 
Sebastian, Soulé, Spruance, Underwood, omb, and 


Yulee—29, 
NAYS—Messts. Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Cass, Cooper, 
Dayton, Ewing, Frémont, eters te Morton, Rusk 


Seward, Shields, Smith, Sturgeon, Turney, Wales, Walker, 
and Winthrop—20, 


So the amendment was agreed to. 


The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a | 
third reading, as follows: 


“Abill to reguiate the pensions of officers, soldiers, sea- 
men, and marines who have been, or may hereafter be, dis- 
abled while in the service of the United States. 


“ Be tt enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, ‘Vhat 
rom and after the passage of this act, every officer, non-com- 
missioned officer, musician, private, seaman, or marine, in 
the service of the United States, who has been or may here- 
after be wounded in battle, and by such wound may of shall 
have losta limb, shall be paid the following sums per month, 
in lieu of pension heretofore allowed by law, the same to eom- 
mence at the time of the of this act: Each commis- 
sioned officer, for the loss of a leg or an arm, an addition of 
fifty per centum, double the amount of pension at present 
allowed to any such officer, according to grade, for the high- 
est disability; and to all non-commissioned officers, warrant 
Ts, officers, musicians, privates, seamen, and ma- 
tines, an of fifty per centum in each case, in liew 
of the now allowed by law to those persons for the 
highest degree of disability : the pensions of the officers of 
the navy and marine corps to be determined by their rela- 
tive rank with the officers of the army. 
See. 2. and be it further enacted, That for the loss in 
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|| the character of some man. 
|| passing this resolution to authorize a judicial in- 
vestigation for the purpose of whitewashing the | 
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was read a first and second time by its title, and 


THE GALPHIN CLAIM. 


sentatives to authorize the President of the United 
States to cause suit to be brought against George 
W. Crawford, late Secretary of War, was read a 
first time by its title. 

The joint resolution was read a second time with 
a view to reference. 

Mr. BADGER. 
resolution should not be passed without reference 
toacommittee. I[t is a measure which was intro- 
car into the House at the request of Mr. Craw- 
ford. 
gratify his wish on the subject, and I hope the res- 
olution will be put upon its passage. 

Mr. BUTLER. I hope the resolution will be 
acted on at once, with a decided opinion on my 
part that it ought not to pass. 

Mr. DAWSON moved to refer the resolution 
to the Judiciary Committee, which motion did 
not prevail, and the resolution was considered by 
the Senate as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. TURNEY. I have but a single remark to 
make. I think the resolution itself wil! not raise 
the question which it is proposed to raise and to 
investigate before the cuurts: that is, to test the 
correctness of the decision of the departments 
here in paying the interest upon this claim. It 
cannot do it, in the first instance, because Mr. 
Crawford only acted as agent or attorney for the 
Galphins, and if he received the money in the 
character of agent or attorney, the presumption is 
that he has paid it over to the owners, retaining, 
no doubt, the fee which was to be paid him by 
the contract with them. If :his question is to be 
tested, you must sue the parties who received the 
money, and not the attorney who prosecuted the 
claim. It is mere humbug to say that Mr. Craw- 


ford was justified, or that the departments were | 


justified in paying it, on account of any decision 


The suit must be brought, not against the agent or 
attorney who prosecuted the claim, but against the 
man, who recovered the money. And besides, 
from the provisions of this resolution, I take it 
that, even if Mr. Crawford was the proper party 
to be sued, you could not get behind the decisions 
of the auditors and comptrollers, and of the treas- 
urer who paid the meeeet Their decisions would 
be final and conclusive before the court. Thus it 
would be a mere matter of mockery to authorize 
the President to bring a suit in order to whitewash 
I am opposed to 


character of Mr. Crawford in this transaction. 
You cannot reach the question of the correctness 


of the decision of the department in paying this | 
money by any suit that can be institated under || 


this resolution, because you cannot sue Mr. Craw- 
ford, the attorney, and, secondly, because in any 
such suit the decision of the duditor and treasurer 


would be conclusive upon the court. The court | 
would have no right to reverse it. ‘Their decision | 


would be the law of the case. Anact of Congress 
confers the daty of making such decisions upon 


iy ; =e 
|| therefore, to pass any such resolution. In fact, I 
|| think it is “throwing good money after bad” to 
other persons wounded as aforesaid shall receive double the | 
— now allowed by Jaw for the highest degree of disa- | 


enacted, That for the loss of a || Pa 


I can see no reason why that | 


I suppose there can be no objection to | 


| over to the parties. 
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incur the expense of a lawsuit merely for the pur- 
pose of whitewashing the character of these 
rties. 


Mr. EWING. I think the Senator from Ten- 


|| nessee is entirely mistaken in all the positions he 


has taken in this matter.: In the first place, he says 
that the proposed suit is not against the proper in- 


| dividual, and that the suit cannot be sustained 


against him, because he is only the attorney, and 
not the party. Now, sir, this attorney received 
the money, ora portion of the money, no matter 


| how much; bat whatever portion of that money he 
|| received, if he be sued for it, and if in his plead- 
| ings he do not set up the defence that he was at+ 
|| torney, the suit can be sustained. The case has 
The joint resolution from the House of Repre- | 


to be decided upon the deciaration and the piea, 


| and you can sustain the action against him if he 
i admits that he received the money, and does not 


plead that he received it as attorney. Now, he 
says in his communication to the House that he 
will not put in that plea. If he do, he isa dis- 
honored man, asa matter of course, and there is 
no ** whitewashing’’ of character at all. But I un- 
dertake to say that he will not plead nor set up as 


| a defence that he received this money as attorney. 


So that, as to that particular point, t settles it 
without any difficulty at all, just as if you sued the 
individual party instead of sueing the attorney. 
As to the next position, that the setilement of 
this account by the accounting officer is conclu- 


|| sive, Mr. Crawford says in his letter that he will 


not set up that as a defence, nor will he set up aby~ 
thing as a defence except the legal right, conferred 
by law, to pay this money, and every part of it, 
He will not set up as a de- 
fence the fact that the accounting officers have 
acted upon it at all. In his pleadings he will pre- 


|| sent the single and sole question, that the law of 


1848 and the previous obligations of the Govern- 
ment gave him the right to receive this money. 
Well, if he does not—if the pleadings are present- 
ed in that form, I need not say to every lawyer 
that the question will be settled by our courtsupen 
the pleadings, and settled, therefore, upon the law 
of the original case. It is no matter of whitewaeh- 
ing atall. Ifthe pleadings be made fairiy—if the 
pleadings be sét forth bona fide, as he says he will 
cause them to be set forth, the actual law of the 
case will be presented; and if there hae been black- 
balling by the decision of the committee, there will 
be nothing more than the wiping off of that biack- 
balling by the decision of the court, entitled to de- 
cide upon the question of law, and having the 


'| direet question before them, and nothing but the 
which the courts might make under this resolution. | 


question. 

Mr. BUTLER. | was one of those who thought 
that this resolution ought not to go to the com- 
mittee. I think it unnecessary, because the sub- 
ject is well understood. | object to the bilt 
upon this obvious ground, that we have no right 
to make use of the courts of the United States to 
perform the office of arbitrator, We have no 
right to devolve upon them the office of arbitrator 
between gentlemen who may conceive their 
honor involved in any matter in the admuints~ 
tration of the Federal Government. To say the 

least, this mode of proceeding is unusual. Can- 


dor requires me to say that I believe that Mr. 


Crawford, as a man of honor, would be guided by 
| what-he has said, because [ know the man: | be- 
lieve he is willing to have the matter fully investi- 
gated before a court. But the court derives: its 
jurisdiction from the Constitution and laws of the 
| United States, and ought not to be made a review- 

ing power of the executive decisions; and no 
| matter what he may say with regard to what he 

will do or will not do, # will, to all intents aod 
purposes, be making use of that court as arbitra- 
tor to decide between him and the Government. 


|| Now, how would the matter stand? Mr. Craw- 


these accounting officers, and there is no law || ford, in good faith—and his parole would go very 
authorizing the courts to correct or reverse them. || far with me, and I would regard his word ag his 


No appeal can be taken, nor is there any mode of 


revising the decisions of the accounting officers, 
and hence I say this is a mere mode of white- 


washing the character of Mr. Crawford, without 
any possible hope even of submitting to the court | 
The court 
would have no power to reverse or revise them and 
render judgment against Mr. Crawford, even if he 
was the proper mam to be sued to recover this 
money back. I hold that it is utterly unnecessary, 


the corréctness of those decisions. 





| bond—says that he will not plead anything in bar, 


but wil! go into a full and fair investizatcon, and 
| let the judgment of the court turn entirely on the 
| validity of that judgmen: made under an authorita- 
tive decision of the Treasury Department. Well, 
it may be so, or it may not be so; but suppose the 
| jadgment of the court below is against Mr. Craw- 
| ford, in honor he would be bound by the state of 


the pleading on which the judgment was rendered, 


His sense of honor, and not legal obligation, 
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would Jead him. In the event of his death—the 
suit abating—it could not be revived; or if re- 
vived, hie executors might be under a high duty 
to file a plea in bar to defeat the action. 

Mr. EWING. No, sir. | need not say tomy 
learned friend that they would have to abide by the 
pleadings below. 





of amending the pleadings below. 
Mr. EWING, No, they cannot do it. 
Mr. BUTLER. 
it would be so in this case. | know very well 
bunals must rest entirely on the pleadings and the 
judgment upon them in the court below. But I 
say that thie mode of entertaining a matter of this 
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| 
} 
| 


I do not undertake to say that || 





kind is making use of the courts for purposes not | 


contemplated by the Constitution of the United || 


States. k never has been done. Now with re- 
gard to the present state of the law: This money 
was paid over under the adjudication of the audi- 
tor and approved by the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury. That judgment or proceeding 1s final. lt was 
paid, therefore, on a judgment, or that which has 


the operation of a judgment, and that judgment || 


secures Mr. Crawford against any right, per lege, 
of the Government to recover it back, and I have 


|| sibility like a man, 
Mr. BUTLER. There are a great many ways | ~ 





} 

company him, said that if there was any blame 
in relation to this matter, it was upon him, and 
he published it to the world. The late Attorney 
General (Mr. Johnson) has published his opinion 
and his evidence, and assumed the whole respon- 
Then how can it be brought 
up here, before the American people, and charged 
that this is a measure to ** whitewash’? George 
| W. Crawford? But, Mr. President, what is he 
todo? When the bitterness of party, and the un- 


|| kindness of personal relations will circulate reports 
that the pleadings and judgment in appellate tri- | 


| throughout the country injurious to his reputation, 
| how is he to meet it? He can only to do it by 
| the mode he has adopted. Whatisit? Hecomes 
before the country, and notwithstanding that he is 
shielded by the Constitution and laws in the pos- 


session of the money, yet as doubts have been ex- 





‘| pressed whether that money went honestly and 


} 


no idea of interposing. Mr. Crawford has given | 


his word, andas | have suid, |! believe he will 
abide by it, but there is no security that Milledge 
Galphin or others may not be sued by the Federal 
courts and brought within the scope of the judg- 
ment. I conclude as I began, by saying that itis 
making the court an arbiter, which is nota part of 
its office nor within ts usual and proper juris- 
diction. 
view over a distinct department of this Govern- 
ment. 


Mr. DAWSON. 


| against them. 


it will, in effect, give it the officmof re- | 


|| Crawford’s honor is known, and his parole would || 
I regret very much the tone || carry weight wherever honor and honesty are to 
and manner of the Senator from Tennessee [Mr. || be found. 
Turner] on this subject. Mr. Crawford has had || investigation. 


| justly to the representatives of Galphin, he says, 
| so far as he is concerned, here is every dollar of 
| that money. 
| bunal you may select. Congress proposes to se- 
| lect the Supreme Court of the United States, com- 
mencing in the district court and carrying it upao 
| the Supreme Court. What for? To ‘* whitewash” 
| the character of George W. Crawford by a decis- 

ion of the Supreme Court? And will the Supreme 


Court make a decision to whitewash his character | 


| against their oaths and the high obligations of 
their dignified position? Why, it is a charge 


_ sued only the course which justice, honor, and 
| propriety demanded of him, he is charged here as 


tion, stained of course by some previous conduct! 


| But, as the Senator from South Carolina said, Mr. 


Gentlemen say they will not grant this 
And why? Because the Supreme 


a great deal said in relation to him in connection || Court may support the construction of that law 


with this particular claim; and when gentlemen 
use the term “*whitewashing’’ in relation to his 
character, they ought first to understand the nature 
of the imputation that they are making, and 
whether they can sustain the accusation against 
Mr. Crawford in relation to this matter. I demand, 
as the friend of Me, Crawford, to know what part 
of his conduct m relation to this matter needs 
“whitewashing?” What infamy or impropriety 


W here are the occasions upon which he has not 


acted openly, fairly, and boldly, in relation to this || 


matier? When was it that he ever forfeited his 
honor or his character either as an individual or 
as a politician? What part of his conduct during 
his administration of the War Department needs 
‘‘whitewashing,’’ even by a decision of the Su- 
preme Court of the United States? | know the 
Senator from Tennessee did not, in using the word 
‘‘whitewashed,”’ intend to convey a charge incon- 
aistent with honor; at least, | think not. ~ 

Mr. TURNEY. If the Senator will allow me, 


I wil say that L made no charge—I intended to | 


make none when | spoke of whitewashing. Mr. 


Crawford himself feels that there is something || 


hanging suspended over him, otherwise he never 
would have made the application to Congress. He 
felt it when he first asked an investigation in the 
House. That investigation resulted unfavorably to 
him, and now to get rid of that—for it only plunged 
him lower in the public éestimation—he sends here 
a proposition for a judicial investigation, in order 
to whitewash those reflections which have been 
cast upon him by the proceedings of the House 
and by what has transpired. 


| 


| 


|| more remarks to make. 


Mr. DAWSON. What part of the proceed- | 


ings of the House caste any imputation upon Mr. 
Crawford ? 

Mr. TURNEY,. They speak for themselves. 

Mr. DAWSON. And they cast no imputation. 
Sir, Ut is ungenerove and unkind, in the absence 
of this gentleman, where he has not the opportu- 
nity of vindicating his own honor by taking part 
in the debate, to insinuate anything against him, 
calculated to do him injury before the country 
that he has served. Mr. Crawford, in this trans- 
action, has acted with a marked honor and pro- 





| 


| given to it by the departments of this Govern- 
ment, and their sanction would be a protection to 
the past Administration from this slander, and 
that is the thing to be feared. It is not a ** white- 
| washing,’’ but it is subjecting the vindication of 


and their decision, when pronounced, will give 


hat | || satisfaction to the entire country, where party 
has been attached to him in relation to this matter? | 


motives and personal feelings do not interfere to 
prevent. 

I did not expect, at any time, to be called up in 
| relatian to this claim. 
it passed. 
they passed the law subject to that construction 


which has been made by the proper departments | 


of the Government, and we are willing to abide by 
it. But others are not, and the only way to give 


|| the whole matter a proper bearing, is before the 


Supreme Court of the United States. Mr. Craw- 


ford abandons his legal right to defend himself | 


against any suit whatsoever. He abandons ail 
that, and comes here and says I will abide by the 


lea 
Mr. GWIN. Will the gentleman give way for 
a motion to postpone the bill till to-morrow ? 
| Mr. DAWSON. No, sir; | have but a few 
I did not know before of 
| the existence of the report of this committee, nor 
| did | know what its contents were until | heard it 
read by the Secretary. | wished to have the reso- 
lution referred to the Judiciary Committee, for the 
| purpose of placing before that intelligent commit 
tee, having a full knowledge of the laws of the 
country and of the Constitution, the question 
whether, by an agreement between the parties, this 
suit could be ordered. As it has been declared by 
the immediate representatives of the people that a 
suit shali be instituted against Mr. Crawford, | go 








for the institution of it, and if Mr. Crawford is | 


not sustained by the decision of the Supreme 
Court, then let him pay back every dollar, as he 
will do without a moment’s hesitation. 
Mr. COOPER. I have buta word to say. I 
desired to obtain the floor after the Senator from 
| Tennessee, to say that I did not concur with him 


priety. Eis band, bis finger has not been laid || in the views which he has expressed. And I de- 


upon this claim improperly. The claim was passed 


sired to suggest, what was very properly suggested 


hy the proper departments of the Government, and || by the Senator from South Carolina, that in the 
! event of Mr. Crawford’s decease, there are pleas 
} thet may be taken advantage of that would pre- 


us payment wea sustained by the late Attorney 
General of the United States, who, with an honor 





IONAL GLOBE. 


and mugnanimity which I trust will always ac- clude 


Now, adjudicate it before any tri- | 


And, when Mr. Crawford has pur- | 


coming with a view to “ whitewash”’ his reputa- || 


| Mr Crawford and the last Administration to the || 
decision of the Supreme Court as the final arbiter; | 


[ was not in Congress when | 
Other gentlemen passed the law, and | 


decision of the Supreme Court, and not put in any | 





» recovery on the part of the United States 
|| notwithstanding originally there was no right on 
the part of the Government to pay the mone i 
| Mr. Crawford. There isa distinction, wel) ieee 
|| to every lawyer, between the recovery of eiainen 
| peid through a mistake of law, and that my 
|| through a mistake of fact. Here, if there Rye 
mistake at all, it wasa mistake of law, and eiehed. 
ing to the decision of the courts, both of this ‘sea. 
| try and of England, money paid through a mistake 





of law cannot be recovered back, and if advan; e 
of this be taken by the executors of Mr. Crane 
ford, of course the merits of this question could 
not be inquired into. On that point the ease would 
tur>, and it would turn in favor of the defendant 
| in the suit. If Mr. Crawford lives, under his je. 
|| ter he would not take advantage of that plea, or 
/any other of that nature. And no doubt, ae the 
|| gentleman before me [Mr. Ewrne] stated, the mo. 
' ney was received by him, he would not set up 
|| that it was received by him as attorney, or plead 
any plea that would prevent the merits of the case 
| from being investigated. But, as life is uncertain 
|| he may die, and as his administrators and execu. 
‘| tors would feel bound themselves to take every 
1 legal advantage, the bill before us therefore is jn. 
|| perfect. It does not present, under all the circum. 
|| stances which may occur, an issue to decide what 
|| was intended by Mr. Crawford to be decided when 
| he addressed his letter to the House. 1b ieve 
|| him to bea man of high honor, and have no doubt 
whatever that he would be governed by the propo- 
|| sitions in that letter; but if he should die, the case 
| would be different. 
Mr. GWIN. I move to lay the resolution on 
|| the table, so that we may proceed with other busi- 
i> ness, 
| The motion was not agreed to. 
| Mr. BADGER. I desire to engage for a mo- 
|| ment or two the attention of the Senate on the 
| question presented in this joint resolution. In the 
|| first place, [ desire to say that I do not agree with 
|| my friend from South Carolina, that there is any 
|| objection in the form proposed by the House of 
| Representatives to be given to this investigation, 
| | do not understand how itis, in any sense, making 
| a court of the United States an arbitrator to decide 
this question. There is a very clear general prin- 
ciple, that if a man is in possession of money 
|| which belongs to the Government of the United 
|| States, that Government has a right to institute a 
|| suit, and by that suit in the proper tribunals to 
|| compel the payment of the money which this in- 
|| dividual holds, and which belongs to them. 

Mr. BUTLER. [ will, with the Senator’s per- 
mission, ask him a question, which perhaps may 
|| shorten this argument. tt is, whether the Gov- 
|| ernment conld ag this time sue Mr. Crawford? 
|| Mr. BADGER. My friend generally antici- 
| pates. An argument consists of steps, and | was 
|| going on step by step to present my views on this 
question, when my friend asks me a question 
| 
| 


| 
| 


| 


which I must inevitably answer before | get 
through, and while I am stating premises which 
lead to that conclusion. The general principle is, 
as I stated, that if A is in the possession of money 
belongin B, B has aright to sue and recover 
it; and | ®#ppose there is nothing clearer than that 
the United States have the same right to recover 
the money which A is in possession of, belonging 
to them. I believe there is nothing to prevent it. 

It would be very strange, indeed, if, when there 
is In the possession of an individual money belong- 
ing to the United States, the Government would 
not have the faculty which every individual or 
corporation has, to institute a suit for its recovery. 
Then, that being clear, the only difficulty that 
could arise with regard to the institution of a suit 
against Mr. Crawford would arise from the pro- 
ceedings in the executive department. That is all. 
The nature of the claim is properly a judicial one; 
the right is properly assertable in a court of law. 
The United States is a proper and competent party 

to assert such a claim, and the only reason why 

there is eny embarrassment on the subject, arises 

from the proceedings which have taken place in 

the executive department. Now, they have noth- 
| ing more to do with the subject than they would 


| 
| 
j 
} 
| 


| 





have in an ordinary case of a claim by a party, oF 
a release which might be pleaded in jaw against 
him. The fact of the existence of the release 
would not change the nature of the claim. Quite 
the contrary. It is still a legal claim, and the re- 
|| lease is a legal impediment to its recovery. If the 
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ee be removed out of the way, the legal claim, 
, iis own Character, still subsists; the legal right 
retained, and the action can be supported. 
oNoW, Mr. Crawford comes here and proposes 
at he will withdraw and not insist upon any 
bar which technically he might have a right to 
ead against the claim of the United States to re- 
wover this money, Supposing that the facts that 
constitute that legal bar did not exist. It seems 
io me, then, clear that the commencement of this 
scion is perfectly analogous to the case I have 
gpposed, of one man having a claim against 
ygother, and his supposed debtor having in his 
ession a release. If he surrenders that re- 
lease, if he does not plead it, there is no more dif- | 
jculty in testing the merits of the original claim 
than if the release had never been executed. | 
This is, then, a proper investigation for this claim, 
jn a proper court. in its nature judicial, the func- 
tions to be exercised by the jndges are functions 
which are exercised by them in the regular 
discharge of their ordinary official duties. 





So, in | 


no aspect and shape in which I can see it, is it the | 


establishment of an arbitration. The action isto be 
brought in the circuit court of the United States, 
and if that was constituted an arbitrator, all 
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Mr.. EWING demanded the yeas and nays and | 


they were ordered. 
The question was then taken on the motion to 
| lay the resolution on the table, and resulted as fol- 
lows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Benton, Bright, Butler, Cass, _ 
Chase, ‘Clay, Davis of Mississippi, Dickinson, Dodge of | 


Wisconsin, Dodge of Iowa, Feich, Foote, Frémont, Gwin, | 


Hale, Hamlin, Houston, Jones, Norris, Pearce, Rusk, Se- | 
bastian, Sou!é, Sturgeon, Turney, and Whitcomb—27. 
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Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, called for tellers. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, asked that the 
resolution be reported. 

It was again read. 

Mr. BURT called the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. ASHE called for the reading of the resolu- 
tion; which was again read. 


Mr. BURT. 1 desife to make an inquiry, 


NAYS—Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Barnwell, Bell, Ber- || whether the salary of Mr. Campbell, late Clerk of 
rien, Clarke, Cooper, Davis of Massachusetts, Dawson, } the House has not been paid up to the time of his 


Dayton, Ewing, Greene, Hunter, King, Mason, Morton, 
Pratt, Seward, Smith, Spruagece, Underwood, Wales, 
Walker, Winthrop, and Yulee—25. 


So the resolution was laid on the table. 
COLLECTION DISTRICTS IN CALIFORNIA. 
The bill to establish collection districts in Cali- 


| fornia, which was laid upon the table a few days | 


since, was taken up again on the motion of Mr. 
win, and after undergoing some amendment, was 





|| passed. [See Appeddix for the debate on this 
|) bill.} 


GOLD MINES IN CALIFORNIA. 
The Senate then resumed the consideration of 


hing and discovery of gold mines and placers in 


know that its decision would be final; but the same || California, and preserving order in the gold mine 


writs of appeal and error are to be allowed as in 
every other cause of action brought in that court. 
lam not going to enter into any of these in- 


vestigations brought in here in regard to white- || 


washing and other matters, but I desire, however, 
to say this: In the first place, I have no personal 
acquaintance with Mr. Crawford. It so happens 
that [have not had even an introduction to that 
gentleman; and | know nothing of him, except as 
[ know from his general reputation in the country. 


One thing is certain, however; he has been most | 


cruelly assailed in regard to the particular transac- 
tion to which this reselution relates. When I 
say that, 1 do nut refer to anything which has 
taken place in the Senate; | mean abroad through- 
out the country. Mr. Crawford thinks he has.a 


right to this money, but he is not willing to retain it | 


unless he has that right; and he comes to the House 
and asks that an action shall be brought to ascer- 
tain whether he is entitled to the money or not. 
My own opinion, from the examination I have 
given to the case, is, that all that was done in the 
executive department of the Goyernment was right- 
ly done, and that under the act of Congress this 
claim was adopted and made one against this Gov- 
ernment, in the same condition in every respect as it 
formerly stood against the government of Georgia. 
Agfinst the State of Georgia it was a claim valid 
for principal and interest both, and therefore when 
adopted by the United States it became a just 
claim for principal and interest against the United 
States. When this gentleman comés and asks that 
this question may be investigated, and proposes 
to put every obstacle out of the way, and submit 
this legal question to a legal court, it would be 
cruel and harsh treatment to him for the Congress 


of the United States to refuse what he thus asks, || 


and what I think a fairand just respect for his char- 
acter and standing requires. 4 

Mr. FOOTE. Mr. President—— 

Mr. BUTLER. I understand your 8bject is to 
move to lay this motion on the table. 

_Mr. FOOTE. 
sires to close his remarks with a motion to lay this 
subject on the table; and so understanding, { give 
way to him with pleasure. 

Mr. BUTLER. I have but two propositions to 
State, and those very briefly. 1 did not under- 
stamd that under any law we may propose, Mr. 
Crawford may not release the judgment, so far as 
he is concerned, under which this money was paid. 
If it was paid, it was to all intents and purposes a 
proceeding having all the validity of a judgment, 
and so far as he is concerned he may undoubtedly 
release that judgment, but he has not a right to re- 
lease it so far as the other party is concerned. But 
that was not the gravamen of the remarks I made. 
I say that Mr. Crawford has no right to bring’the 

upreme Court of the United State into collision 
with the executive departments of the Govern- 


ment. It is not in accordance with the genius of 


‘our Government, and I believe it to be inconsistent 


With the independence of those two departments of 


eGovernment. I believe they ought to be kept 
Separate, and that neither should have any super- 
Visory power over the other. I move to lay the 
resolution on the table. 


I understand that my friend de- | 


| districts. 

After further discussion and amendment, the 
bill was read a third time and passed. 

[The debate on this bill will be found in the 
Appendix.] ; 
INDIAN -APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of the 
|| bill making appropriations for the Indian Depart- 
|| ment for the present fiseal year. 

| Many amendments were offered and disposed 
of, after being discussed. The bill was still under 
discussion at four o’clock, the hour fixed by res- 
olution for the recess. [See Appendix for debate.]} 

EVENING SESSION. 

Pursuant to the terms of the resolution of Tues- 
day, the evening session was devoted to Executive 
business. 








} 
| 
| 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspayr, September 26, 1850. 


Mr. CLEVELAND inquired if it was in order 
to move to suspend the reading of the Journal. 
It would consume some time unnecessarily. He 
made that motion. 

The SPEAKER stated that the motion could 
only be made by unanimous consent. 
|| Objection was made. 

The Clerk commenced the reading, and had 
continued it for some time; when 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, interposed, and 
| said it was a very uninteresting Journal. He 
| hoped the reading would be dispensed with. 
|| The SPEAKER. Objection has been made. 
|| ‘The Clerk concluded the reading— 
|| And the Journal was approved. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, inquired if it 
was not in the power of the gentleman from Mary- 
| land [Mr. Evans] to withdraw his motion to go 
into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union? 
| TheSPEAKER. The motion pending is fora 
suspension of the rules, and that the House re- 
solve itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union—made by the gentleman from 
Maryland. Does the gentleman from Maryland 
withdraw the motion? 

Mr. EVANS replied in the affirmative. 
WIDOW OF THE LATE CLERK. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I ask the 
unanimous consent to offer the following resolu- 
tion. If objection is made I shall move a suspen- 
sion of the rules: : 

Resolved, That there be paid out of the contingent fund 


of the House to the widow of Thomas J. Campbell, late 
Clerk, his compensation to the end of the session. 


Mr. BURT objected. 











Mr. STANTON moved a suspension of the 


rules to enable him to offer the resolution. 


him to say, that in all cases of this kind 1 compen- 
sation, such as he proposed, had been paid? 
The SPEAKER. 


motion to suspend the rules. 


The question, ‘* Shall the rules be suspended ?”” 
was taken, and the vote was—ayes 82, noes 3], 


no quorum. 





| the bill to make temporary provision for the work- | 


He inquired whether it would be in order for 


No‘debate is in order on the 


| death. 

| TheSPEAKER. The Chair supposes it has 
|| been paid. 
|| Mr. BURT. The resolution does not contem- 
|| plate anything of that kind. 

Mr. STANTON. | inquire if it has not been 
usual in similar cases to pass precisely similar 
resolutions ? 
|| The SPEAKER. The Chair cannot state what 
|| has been the uniform practice, but similar resolu- 

tions had been passed in some instances. 

The Clerk commenced the call of the roll. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, declined to vote, hav- 
ing paired off with his colleague, (Mr. Ewine,} 
who was for, while he was against, the proposi- 
tion. 

Mr. JONES, after the cal! had been completed, 
asked leave to record his vote, stating that when 
|| his name was called, he was absent from the Hall, 
in the discharge of his duties upon the Committee 


i 
| 
| 





| 
| 


of Ways and Means. 
Mr. STANLY remarking, (as was understood,) 
that it would be setting a bad precedent, objected. 
Mr. JONES. Well, then, the Committee of 
Ways and Means must take care of its own busi- 
ness hereafter; | will come here and vote. 
The question was then teken and decided in 
the negative—yeas 84, nays 75, as follow: 
YEAS—Meesrs. Alexander, Anderson, Ashmun, Baker, 
Bokee, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, Chester Butler, Thomas 
B. Butler, E. C. Cabell, Joseph Cable, Joseph P. Caldwell, 
Calvin, Casey, Chandler, Clingman, Cole, Corwin, Crowell, 
j 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Deberry, Dixon, Doty, Duncan, Eliot, Nathan Evana, Fitch, 
Freedley, Gould, Grinnell, Halloway, Hampton, Hay, Hay- 
mond, Henry, Hotiladay, Houston, Howe, Joseph W. Jack- 
son, James L..Johbnson, George G. King, James G. King, 
John A. King, Leffler, Marshall, Matteson, McKissock, 
Meacham, Moore, Morton, Nelson, Ogle, Outlaw, Peck, 
Pheenix, Pitman, Putnam, Reynolds, Risley, Rockwell, 
Rumsey, Sackett, Schermethorn, Schoolcraft. Seddon, Sil- 
|| Vester, 8 aulding, Sprague, Stanly, Frederick P. Stanton, 
|| Richard H. Stanton, Thaddeus Stevens, Taylor, John B. 
|| Thompson, Thurman, Underhill, Venable, Vinton, Walden, 
|| Watkins, Wentworth, White, Williams, and Wright—84, 

NAYS—Messrs. Alberstson, Allen, Ashe, Bay, Beale, 
Bingham, Bissell, Booth, Bowie, Bowlin, Albert G. Brown, 
Buel, Burt, George A. Caldwell, Cartter, Cleveland, W. R. 
W. Cobb, Daniel, Dickey, Dimmick, Disney, Alexander 
Evans, Featherston, Fowler, Gilbert, Gilmore, Goodenow, 
Gott, Hall, Hamilton, Hammond, Harlan, Sampson W. Har- 
ris, Thomas L. Harris, Howard, Hunter, Inge, Andrew 
Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Julian, Kaufman, Preston 
King, La Sére, Littlefield, Horace Mann, Job Mann, Mc- 
Clernand, McLanahan, Robert M. McLane, McQueen, 
Meade, Miiler, Millson, Morehead, Morris, Orr, Otis, Peas- 
lee, Phelps, Potter, Powell, Richardson, Root, Ross, Saw- 





telle, Stetson, Strong, Jacob Thompson, James Thomp- 
| 7 Waldo, Wallace, Whittlesey, Wood, Woodward, and 
oung— ‘vo. 
So, two thirds not voting in the affirmative, the 
rules were not suspended. 
COMMITTEE OF WAYS AND MEANS, 

Mr. BAYLY. I move that the vacancies on the 
Committee of Ways and Means be supplied, or 
otherwise it will not have a quorum, three mem- 

|| bers being absent. 

The SPEAKER stated the question, and, no 
objection having been made, the House directed 
that the vacancies should be supplied. 

CHAPLAINS, EMPLOYEES, &c. 

Mr.CROWELL asked the unanimous consent 
of the House to offer the usual resolution, which 
was read for information, providing extra com- 
pensation for the employees about the Capitol. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi. If the rules 
should be suspended for the reception of th. reso~ 
lution, will the gentleman modify it-so as to in- 
clude the laborers and lamp-lighters? 

The reply, if any was made, was not heard on 
the left of the Chair. 

Objection was made to the introduction of the 
resolution. 

Mr. CROWLLL moved that the rules of the 
House be suspended to enable him to introduce it. 

The question was taken, and, two thirds not 
voting in the affirmative, the rules were not aus- 
pended, and the resolution was not received. 

ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 
On motion by Mr. BAYLY, the House resolved 


| 
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iteelf into Committee ef the Whole on the state of 
the Union, (Mr. Srnone in the chair,) and re- 
appro- 

fiscal 


The state of the question, when the committee 


sumed the consideration of the bill maki 
printions for the support of the army for t 
year ending June 30, 1851. 


rose last evening, wae as follows: 


Mr. Carvin had moved to strike out the section 
‘for purchasing a site and commencing the neces- | 
‘sary works fora national armory at ‘ Fort Mas- 
‘sac,’ near the confluence of the Cumberland, 
* Tennessee, Ohio, and Mississippi rivers, pursu- 
‘ant to the provision of the act of September, | 
* 1841, and to the report of the commissioners ap- 


‘pomted under said 
‘dollars, to be applie 
* Secretary of War.”’ 


—— twenty thousand 


Mr. Bowxus had moved to amend by inserting | 
after the word “ armory” the words “ at or near | 


St. Louis.”’ 
And this was the pending question. 


After an inquiry by Mr. RUMSEY, as to the 
state of the question, 


Mr. Bow. was rejected. 
Mr. ALBERTSON moved to amend by insert- 


ing in the clause the words ‘‘ Carmelton, Indi- 
*s . 
ana,’ 


The question was taken, and the amendment of | 


Mr. ALBeRTson was rejected. 


Mr. BURT moved to amend by inserting after | 
the word ** armory’’ the words ‘‘ near Fort Mas- | 


gac.’? 
Mr. B. said, he should contribute his full share 
in diligence and silence to the disposition of the 


= 
| 


under the direction of the || 





} 
} 
| 


| 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


represent, will pretend that it is surpassed ip these 


particulars by any other location, either on the 
western, waters proper, or in the southwestern || 
country. All these things, too, can and will be || was rejected—ayes 53, noes 74. 
furnished at or near Chattanooga, at as reduced | 
prices as they can be procured for anywhere in | 
this country. Without detaining the committee | 
| farther, then, Mr. Chairman, I may be permitted | 


to express the hope that my amendment will be 


part, to represent, and at the point designated. 


Mr. BURT said hé would only reply to the | 


| gentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Anperson,] | 


that he (Mr. B.) had no object whatever in con- 
sulting the interests of the State of South Carolina 


in the appropriation bills, nor had he ever done so, | 
| He consulted the interests of the whole country, 
| not of his particular State. 
| to remark, that Fort Massac was the only point 
| which had been selected by a board, and the only 
one which, in his judgment, should now be consid- || 


|| ered by the committee. 
The question was taken, and the amendment of | 


He had only further 


If the committee were 


opposed to that site, he trusted that they would || 
reject any other proposition which might_ be || 


offered. 


ment of Mr. ANDERSON was rejected 

Mr. CASEY moved to amend the amendment 
by striking out the words ‘‘near Fort Massac,”’ 
and inserting ** Louisville.’’ 

Mr. MEACHAM rose to a point. of order. 
He was understood to. suggest that that proposi- 
tion had already been voted upon. 


The CHAIR was understood to explain that it | 


public business, and should not, therefore, incon- || was St. Louis and not Louisville which had been 
siderately trespass upon the time of the committee || voted upon. 


at this late hour in the session. 
call the attention of the committee to the fact that 
hort Massac had been pronounced the most eligi- 


But he desired to | 


|| 


the committee would not hastily reject a site hav- || 
ing such prestige to commend itself to the consid- |! had greatly changed, and that he thought Con- 


eration of Congress. 


Mr. CASEY then explained that his object in of- 


the circumstances and condition of the country 


|| gress should delay its decision upon the subject 


Mr, ANDERSON inquired of the Chairman, || until other examinations had been made; they 


whether an amendment to the amendment would || could then act understanding] 


now be in order? 
‘The CHA! RMAN replied in the affirmative. 


} 
1} 


He proposed to withdraw the amendment. 
Objection having been made, the amendment 


Mr. ANDERSON moved to amend the amend- | was not withdrawn. 


ment by striking out the words ‘‘ near Fort Mas- 


Some conversation followed between Mr, Mar- 


sac,” and inserting the words “at or near the || sHauu and Mr. Burt. 


town of Chattanooga.” 
Mr. A., in explanation, said: Mr. Chairman, | 
have no wish, at this late period in the session, 


er, It would be impossible for me, in the brief 
space of five minutes allowed by the rules, to do 
anything like justice to the important question pre- 
sented in the section of the bill now under con- 
sideration. 

if convenience and facility are to be consulted 
in the location of an armory in the western or 
southwestern country, 
spots in either of tho 
these in a more eminent degree than that desig- 


nated by my amendment. Railroads diverge from | 


Chattanooga in almost every direction—many of 
them already completed, and others under contract, 


which, together with the noble Tennessee river, || 


afford every facility for transporting troops and 


munitions of war to all points of the compass, that / 


the greatest emergency could possibly require. 
Chattanooga is in daily communication with the 
Atlantic at Charleston, in South Carolina and at 


Savannah, in Georgia; and a year or two more || 


will put it in like communication with the western 
waters, at Nashville and Memphis, while the rail- 
road which is now being constructed from a point 
near that place, intersecting the Southern and At- 
lantic Railroad, and wending its way through upper 


Kast Tennessee to the Virginia line, thence to Alex- | 


andria, will place Chattanooga on the line of the 
most direct and speedy 
the two great sections of this Confederacy. This 
latter road is, with a few brief intervals, now under 


there are certainly but few | 
se sections which possess | 


| 
i] 


Mr. BURT expressed a desire that a vote 


| should be taken on his proposition, so as to put 


i} 
i] 


} an end to the matter, 
to deiain the committee but a few minutes in the || 


convene of the amendment | have had the honor to | 
ote 


Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi. opposed the 
amendment to the amendment as calculated to 


|| embarrass the final adoption of this clause of the 


appropriation bill He desired to see am armory 
established in the Western country, where it was 


| greatly needed. About its locality he should not 


| 
| 


'| which had been selected was admirably adapted | 
| to the purpose, and he should regret if the House | 


| should adhere to the. determination to strike out 
| that 


i} 


i 


| 


| 


} 





1 | 


1} 
' 


contract, and will be speedily pushed to comple- 1 pendin 


tion, Se, Mr. Chairman, on the score of facility, | 
ho point possesses greater advantages than the one | which he desired to offer, but it was not at this 


I have named. 
In regard to the subsistence of ‘troops, and the 


communication between || to. 


| be particularly anxious, were it not for the reason | " 
| that if this particular site was defeated, the work || lieve the only reason why that point was not rec- 


must be defeated also, until other examinations 
had been made. He could see no reason why 
it should not now be adopted. The point 


int. 


po 
Mr. MEACHAM called for the reading of the 


| amendment; which was read. 


The question on the amendment to the amend- 
ment was then taken. 


The result of the vote was not heard on the left 
of the Chair. 


Tellers were asked and ordered, and. Messrs. 


| Featnerston and Duncan were appointed. 


The CHAIRMAN again requested gentlemen 


to vote, so that the committee might not be left 
without.a quorum. 


The question was again taken, and the vote 
stood—ayes 76, noes 58, 


So the amendment to the amendment was agreed 


Mr. BURT moved to strike out thé paragraph. 
The CHAIRMAN. That motion is already 
Mr. McCLERNAND sent up an amendment, 


time in order. ; 
Some conversation oceurred between Mr. SAV- 


materials necessary to construct the contemplated | AGE, Mr. McCLERNAND, and the Chairman 


works, and the manufacture of arms, | am sure 
that no one at all acquainted with the country I 


| 


as to the 


pret state of the question. 
TheC 


AIRMAN announced the question to 


| 








j 
| 
| 
j 


| 





|| falls of the Caney Fork of 
| adopted, and that armory, if located at all, will | 
be located in the gallant State I have the honor, in | 





Sept. 26, 


be on agreeing to the amendment of 

from South Carolina {Mr. Bunt) as ne Eentleman 
The question was taken, and the amendment 
The question recurred on the moti : 

| out des beenamanie nO) (0 -atrikee 


Mr. SAVAGE moved an amend 
tion, providing that the armor 





ment to the sec. 
be located at the 


umber 
Warren county, Tennessee. land river, 
He was in favor of the general propositi 
a western armory should be established, ona — 
cated the site which he propoged as the most eli. 
gible, He mentioned, as a reason why Fort Mas. 
| sac was selected, the fact, that at the time of 
selection almost the only practicable means of com. 
| munication was by the river, but he urged that 
| with the facilities afforded by the present railroad 
communications, other places might be reached 
| with equal ease—among which was the place he 
| had designated—the peculiar advantages of which 
he pointed out and urged upon the commi 
| stating that there was now a railroad running 
within fifty miles of that point, and that it was 
proposed by the citizens of that county to extend 


ttee, 


|| it to within twelve miles. 
The question was then taken, and the amend- | 


The question was taken, and the amendment of 
Mr. Savace was rejected. 

Mr. MARSHALL moved an amendment, to 
provide that the site should be ‘at or near the 
falls of the Ohio river.’’ Hesaid he was not par- 
ticular on which side of the river the location was 
made. He was willing to leave that to the discre- 
tion of the Secretary of War. If it was preferred 
to be in Indiana—a free State—where free labor 


‘|| would be employed, he should not make that an 


objection. He pointed out the peculiar advantages 


| of the location on the points of water-power, un- 


| fering this amendment was, generally, to suggest || interrupted communication with‘all points on nay- 


|| that since the examination upon which this appro- | 


ble site on the western waters, and he begged that || priation was based had been, made in 184], || by railroads diverging from it in every direction, 





igable waters, and in the valley of the Mississippi, 


and urged the selection of this site. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I think, Mr. Chairman, 
the time of the House.is now too precious to be 
consumed with unnecessary discussion, or a repe- 
tition of these amendments. I am opposed to the 
amendment just offered, but anxious to meet the 
main proposition. ; 

I am opposed to fixing the site of a western ar- 
mory at this time. It is evident, from what we 
have already seen, that there is scarcely a member 
from the West, who does not seem to think, that 
the very best site is to be found in his district. | 
frankly. confess that such is the fact so far as | am 
concerned. ‘There are at least two suitable paints 
in my district, which command greater facilities for 
such an establishment than any which-have been 


|| proposed. It will be observed, by reference to the re- 
|| portofthearmory commissioners to which reference 


has been made that the advantages for one of these 
points (Hamilton) are forcibly presented. I be- 


ommended above all others examined by the 
armory commissioners, was the fact, that at that 
time we had not the necessary facilities for trans- 
portation: Railroads, however, are now in rapid 
progress of construction, which connect Hamilton 
with the Ghio river, the lakes, and westward to St. 


'| Louis, &c. A vast water has been made available 


at that point. In fact, sir, avery different state of 
affairs now exist throughout the entire West, from 
that which existed when the report was made, 
near ten years ago. Sir, wonderful changes are 
produced in the West in ten years, Where the 
wilderness was then unbroken, you now hear the 
shrill whistle of the locomotive, New minegare 


| discovered where before none were supposed to ex- 


ist. All these circumstanees—these rapid changes 
in the character of the country, render it particu 
larly important that we should be slow to locate 
/such an establishment upon a state of facts re- 
| ported ten years ago. It would be far more wise 
| to postpone action on this subject until a new re 
connoissance shall be made. ' of 
But, Mr. Chairman, I am not fully satisfied 
the necessity of such, an expenditure, and until 
am .o satisfied I will not vote for it, I do not 
know that the country is suffering for want of fire- 
arms of any description. Illinois certain! y does not 
need them; because | have.no doubt a half dozen 
time be found in any 


at 
rusty muskets may a that on the common of 


bar-room in the State, 


il ix-pounder is standing unused and 
ert Tat on the fourth of July. If 


‘ 
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should be needed, the facilities by the con- 
ction of railroads, &c., will enable us to pro- 
yn them from Harper’s Ferry and Springfield, 
«ah but little delay. a 
Mr. Chairman, I regard this a propriation of 
») 000 as but the entering wedge for the expendi- | 
wre of at least & million. This much given, and 
pereafter we shall hear the old song, (which is 
,jways sung in favor of appropriations for half- | 
gnished fortifications,) that additional sums are 
necessary to prevent the total loss of former expendi- 





Whe honorable chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means gave us, the other day, an inter- 
esting statement of the condition of our Treasury. 
Qur necessary appropriations are already beyond 
our means. Why, then, I ask, open new anenues 
for reducing the nation to a condition of bank- 
ruptcy? We hear much from the other side of 
the House about economy. I call upon gentlemen 
yho are serious, to come up, and nip this thing in 
the bud, and at least to aid in postponing the ex- 

oditure until it becomes necessary, and until we | 
can have such information as will enable us to es- 
ablish the site of the armory (if necessary) at the 
most ain ees 

Mr. CLEVELAND desired to know if the 
Chair knew of any rule by which they could get 
their crazy craft-by Fort Massac? The wind was | 
blowing terribly against it. 

The question was taken by tellers, (Messrs. | 
Warpo and Oete,) and decided in the affirmative 
—ayes 75, noes 51. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

The question recurring on the motion to strike | 





out, 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, (in a pro forma | 
amendment,) expressed the opinion that no addi- 
tional armory was necessary. The Government 
was not calling for additional arms. If gentlemen 
would show that more arms were actually needed, 
he would vote for the establishment of an armory | 
inthe West. But no such thing had been shown. 

Mr. CALVIN rose, and said he was satisfied, 
from the indivations of the committee, that it was | 








score of public policy, and especially on that of 
economy. He argued that the place designated in 
his amendment united advantages not 

by any other locality. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, opposed the 
amendment of Mr. RicnHaapson, but expressed 
the hope that the friends of a western armory 
might yet accomplish the object which they had 
in view. The construction of such an armory 


the administration of the military department of 
the Government, had hitherto been defeated by 
the contests of western men as to its location. He 
regretted that the falls of the Ohio had been intro- 
duced; he regretted that Fort Massac had been 
stricken out. He believed.such an armory to be 
absolutely requisite. He suggested that the com- 
mittee might add a proviso that nothing should 
prevent the President of the United States from 
establishing an armory elsewhere upon the Ohio, 
or the Mississippi, if he should deem it expedient. 
And he (Mr. McL.) appealed to western gentle- 
men not to defeat the accomplishment of the ob- 
ject, by further controversies among themselves. 

Mr. BAYLY stated that every one of these prop- 
ositions had been voted down in the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 

Some conversation followed, after which the 

vestion was taken on the amendment of Mr. 

ICHARDSON, and decided in the negative. 

So the amendment to the ameadment was re- 
jected. 

The question then recurred, and was taken, on 
the amendment of Mr. Evans, of Maryland, and 
it was decided in the negative, without a division. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, now moved to 
amend by inserting the words “at Fort Massac, 
or any other point the President should deem ex- 
pedient.”’ 

Mr. McLANE proceeded to support his amend- 
| ment—— 
| Mr. MARSHALL raised the point of order 
| upon it. 

After some conversation, the amendment was 





not willing at this time and in this manner to ‘| ruled to be in order. 


establish a national foundry at any place. Much | 
has been said by different gentlemen of their sev- 
eral favorite sites, and of their manifold advantages. | 


I 


Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, believed if gentle- 
en consulted the best interests of the West, 


they would adopt this amendment, and not suffer 


But for the conviction, as I have said, that the || the,object to be defeated by these disputes among 


House is unwilling at present to establish an ar- 


mory anywhere, I should have presented the claims || 


ofasite in my district, which would perhaps. be 
fand upon examination more worthy of the 
favorable consideration of Congres than any place 
which has yet been mentioned. I mean Holli- 
daysburg, on the Pennsylvania Canal and Central 
Railroad. We have there the coal, the iron, the 
means of transportation east or west, an abundance 
of timber, and every imaginable advantage. But 
| forbear, sir, to consume the time of the committee 
ina glowing description of its many advantages, 

But, sir, L am opposed to this strange and irreg- 
ular mode of establishing an armory by inserting 
tin the appropriation bill. Sir, I thought we had 
been told by the chairman of Ways and Means, 
and by others, that no appropriation should be in- 
serted in these bills but such as were authorized | 
by existing laws; and after a law shall have. been 
passed establishing an armory, it will be in time 
‘omake the appropriation, and not till then. 

A bill has been reported for the purpose of 
establishing a national armory and foundry at | 
Massac, and when that bill comes up, I hope we | 
shall so modify it as to authorize the President of | 
the United States to appoint commissioners, who | 
shall examine and report to Congress upon this 
subject. Since the report referred to was made, 








great changes have taken place in the face of the 
country, and the sufficient means of transportation | 


by canals and railroads, and a further examination 
and report have become necessary for the proper 
understanding of this subject. I hope, therefore, 
that this wholé*paragraph will be stricken out, 





making this appropriation according to the motion | 


made yesterday. 
Mr. RICHARDSON moved to amend the amend- 
Ren ae purport of which was not heard by the 
r. 


r. RICHARDSON (replying to Mr. Evans) 
Stated that the reason for the construction of such 
& Site on the western waters, had been set forth in 
the reports for the last ten years. He urged the 





| themselves. 


by adding the words ‘* Newport, Kentucky.”’ 
Mr. McLANE said he would accept the amend- 
ment as « modification of his proposition. 
Mr. MASON briefly explained the advantages 
of the location in every light in which the subject 
could be viewed. Among its othef advantages, 
he particularly designated plenty of water and ex- 
emptjon from musquitoes, 


mittee on Enrolled Bills. The Chairman then re- 
sumed his seat in Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. } 

Mr. McLANE then modified his amendment. 

Mr. BOWLIN took the floor in opposition to 
the amendment. 

Mr. McLANE. submitted, as a point of order, 
that the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. Bow.in] 
had no right to oppose the amendment, because 
| the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. Mason] had 
' already spoken in opposition, thus exhausting the 
privilege allowed by the rule. 

The CHAIRMAN overruled the point of order. 
| Mr. BOWLIN proceeded. He moved to amend 
| by inserting “St. Louis,’’ and vindicated the 
| claims of that place as the point best suited for 

the purpose. If the committce should think other- 
wise, he should acquiesce. He protested, how- 











|| ever, against the attempt to leave St. Louis and 


the Mississippi river, and the whole of that region 
of country, out of the catalogue of places to be con- 
sidered by the President. 


tion. The armory, he contended, was not wanted 
for any necessary purposes. There would not be 
a difference of eight days in the time required to 
supply the armies from the present armories, and 
| supply that required to them, from the point at 
which this section proposed that an armory shou'd 
be constructed. Atthe time the proposition was first 
started, there were reasons, growing out of the in- 


‘onstruction of an armory at some point on the |! ferior facilities for communication, why such an 
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| were justified in voting it out. 





establishment should be provided, but which, in 
the altered circumstances of the country, had ceased 
to exist. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
of Mr. Bowusm, and decided in the negative, with- 
out a division. 

the amendment was rejected 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi (on a pre 


| forma amendment) said, unless they progressed 
west of the Alleghanies, indispensable as it was to || 


faster they would have to suspend the five minutes’ 
rule. He thought the western members had killed 
the proposition, and that the eastern members 
He should vote 
against it now, though at a proper time he would 
be willing to vote for the establishment of a 
western armory. 

Mr. BISSELL inquired if, before anything had 
been said by western men, the other side of the 
House had not shown a determined opposition to 
an armory at any location? 

‘ Mr. THOMPSON said he believed this was the 
act. 

Mr. BISSELL. Then let the responsibility rest 
upon those to whom it properly belongs. 

Mr. THOMPSON repeated thatthere had been 


| dissensions between western men, and it was now 


too late to settle the question at this session, 

Mr. McCLERNAND moved to amend the 
amendment of Mr. McLane by adding thereto 
the following proviso: 


“ Provided, That the Secretary of War be directed to select 
and purchase a suitable site for an armory on the western 


| waters, and to transfer the property of the United Stites 





Mr. MASON moved to amend the amendment || 








of a portable nature from the armory at Springfield or Har- 


| per’s Perry, as he may decide, to said site, aud that he re- 


port to the next session of Congress as to the hest mode of 
disposing of the real estate of the United States at the 
armory hereby proposed to be abolished: and the sum of 
$20,000 is hereby appropriated for said purpose.” 

Mr. McCLERNAND. This amendment will 
meet the objection urged particularly by the gen- 
tleman from Maryland, (Mr. Evans,} that another 
armory was not needed. If only two were neces- 


| sary, certainly the gentleman, in consistency, can- 








| 





dor, and fairness, should be willing to transier one 
of the two, now east of the mountains, to a con- 
venient point in the Mississippi valley. The pop- 


| ulation of the Mississippi valley was now about 
| as great as that east of the mountains, and if one 


was needed east, certainly one was as much, even 


| more needed west. 


The existing armories, two in number, were es- 
tablished, one in 1794, the otherin 1796. The pop- 


| ulation of the United States then amounted only to 


some four or five millions. Now we have twice 
the same amount of population in the Mississippi 
valley; so that if two were needed in 1796, for five 
millions of population, certainly one was needed 
now for ten millions of people. 

Mr. Calhoun had said in 1819, when Secretary 


| of War, that the supply of arms from the national 
[The Speaker resumed the chair, informally, || 
|| to receive a report, by Mr. Dickey, from the Com- 


armories was insufficient, and recommended the 
erection of an armory on the western waters, 
Now our militia numbered some two millions, 
showing an annual increase of some one hundred 
and fifty thousand men, while the annual product 
of our arms at the armories from 1841 to 1846, 
was only some fifteen thousand stand of arms. 
The people west of the mountains were exposed 


| to attack on the lakes on the western berder by 
| the Indians, and upon the Gulf of Mexico by any 


maritime power. It was unsafe; it was culpable 
that they should be left longer without certain and 
ample means of defence. 

The question was taken, and the amendment of 
Mr. McC.erwanp was rejected. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, moved to amend 
the amendmentof Mr. McLane, by adding thereto 
the following: 

« Provided, That the President shall first report to Con- 
gress whether any additional armory is necessary for a suf- 
ficient supply of arms for the use of the United States, and 


that be further report to Congress what number of arms of 
all classes is now in the possession of the United States; 


| and that be further be requested to report whether a depdt 
| of arms be not necessary in the valley of the Mississippi.” 


Mr. SACKETT opposed the whole proposi- || 


Mr. E. said, there had been a question between 
the gentlemen from lilinois and Mississippi— 


| Who killed Cock-robin?”—and the gentlernan 


fron: Illinois [Mr. Bissert} had charged it upon 
the Eastern members. Hie wished to correct the 
gentleman, and to say that the gentleman who had 
first moved to strike out the section providing for 
the location at Fort Massac was the gentleman 
from Ohio, [Mr. Vinron]—a western Tnan. 

Mr. McCLERNAND said, he did not consider 
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alien and inimical to the interests of the West—his || demagogiam. 


history proved him to be so. i 
Mr. EVANS said, whatever might be the esti- | 
mate of the gentleman from Illinois, the gentleman | 
rom Ohio had been sustained during a long series 
of years by a western constituency, and he had | 
ever been faithful to his country. 





; 
| 
} 


|| were not in order. 


Mr. TAYLOR said, that while almost every | 


gentieman on this floor had—anas had been said b 


others—one or more sites which they recommend- || pedient to escape from the responsibility justly 


ei! as possessing peculiar advantages for the loca- || attaching to him for defeating the project of an 
tion of an armory, he proposed, inasmuch as nine || 


years had elapsed since the report of the commis- 


sion, that the question should be referred to the 
President of the United States, to be determined | 
upon the report of another commission. He dis- | 


claimed the imputation made by the gentleman || site, after eight months explorations and surveys 


from Ilinoie, that western men on his (Mr. T.’s) 
side of the House were opposed to the establish- | 
men of a western armory. He (Mr. T.) was in 
favor of it. He referred to change of circum- 


H 
i 
| 


| 


Mr. McCLERNAND. The gentleman had 


said that be was opposed to demagogues and dem- || of Mr. Carvin. 
| Mr. COBB, of Alabama, moved to amend 


agogism. If so the gentleman must have been 
an enemy to himself from infancy upward. 
The CHAIR interfered, and said personalities 


Mr. McCLERNAND. Theamendment of the 
gentleman from Ohio is a subterfuge, it is an ex- 


armory. on the Mississippi valley—in his own 
country. 


vision authorized the President to cause a suitable 
site to be selected for a western armory. Sucha 


the gentleman from Ohio a western man. He was opposed all his life—that was, to demagogues and | 


He proposes now what was done under || 
the provision enacted in 1841 or 42. That pro- |' 





by an able military board, was selected—it was 
“ Massac.”” The gentleman now proposed a rep- 


| etition of the same. expense and labor; and for 


| what? 


stances of the country in its growth of population, || 


develapment of resources, &c., as reasons for the | 


fact that the previous commission had not been 

unanimous in the choice of location. 
Mr. BISSELL said, the choice of the site had 

been determined nine years ago by geographical 


location; and inquired if the geography of the || 


country hed changed since that time ? 

Mr. TAYLOR repeated that the circumstances 
of the country, the comparative population, im- 
portance and accessibility of different pointa, had | 


materially changed, and that these were important || 


questions to be considered, in fixing the site of a 
national armory. He mentioned Cincinnati as a | 
site of peculiar eligibility, and said that it abound- | 
ed in ali advantages imaginable. He was willing 
that Ohio, Kentucky, Illinois, and the other west- | 
ern States should have a fair chance, and com- 
parative advantages of their sites examined and 
passed upon. 
thought would satisfy every reasonable man, even 


those who were in favor of Fort Massac, and he || marks. 


declared, if Fort Massac should be selected by a 
competent corps of officers, he would vote for it. 
He read his proposition, which authorizes the 


President to select either of the sites designated in || 


the section, or such a site on the Mississippi or 
Ohio rivers as three competent officers of the corps 


|| tlers of the new States; but he was active and in- 


| 
} 
| 
| 
| 


| 


To produce a result which he or another 
may make another object ofvattack. The gentle- 


Bog | || man had opposed the preémption policy in regard || 
appointraentof a new commission, and stated the || 


to the public lands—he had opposed the gradua- 


tion of the price of the public lands to actual settlers || 


—he had opposed the granting of alternate sections 


of the public lands to aid the new States in making || 


roads and canals—he was generally opposed to | 
everything for the benefit of the people—the set- | 


genious in defending, even advocating men who 
had pirated upon the public Treasury. 

Mr. McC. was interrupted by Mr. Stanty, who 
called him to order for personalities in debate. 





The CHAIR reminded the gentleman from || 


Illinois that personalities were out of order. 
Mr. STANLY was required to reduce his point 
of order to writing. 
He proceeded to do so, but said he would not | 


| take up the time of the committee. 


} 


He had an amendment which he | 


And he withdrew his point of order. 
Mr. McCLERNAND was entitled to the floor, | 
but said he had no desire to submit any further re- 


Mr. HOWARD moved that the committee rise. 
The question was taken, and the vote stood— 


Mr. ROOT called for tellers. 


| 
| ayes 71, noes 50. 
} 


Mr. BURT suggested that there was a minority || 


ers ¢ sufficient to ‘prevent a suspension of the rules in || 
of engineers should, upon examination, recom- | the House, and it would, therefore, be an un- | 
mend. He appented to the gentleman from Mary- || necessary consumption of time to rise for the pur- | 


land [Mr. McLane] to accept this proposition as | pose of stopping the five minutes debate. 
a modification of his amendment, 
Mr. McLANE said, if the gentleman would ex- || the gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. Burr.] 

- e ; 7 . . . . “ 2 » le i 1 y 
amine hig amendment, he would see it now made | I had supposed that the committee was tired of | pl at ee gemabeen ol Caare nemen, Be Rows. 


this proposer in express terms. 
Mr. 
ment ehumerated two or three sites. 


He wanted || that | was mistaken, and that it cannot be done. 


the whole fieid left open to the President, author- || 
ized to look over the whole country, and find the | 


beat joca'ion. 


The question was then taken, and the amend- | Mr. Vinton. 


vaent to the amendment was agreed to. it 


The question then recurred on the adoption of | 
the amendment as amended, and it was rejected. 


Mr. VINTON moved to amend the paragraph | on one side or the other. 


proposed to be stricken out, by striking out all | 
alter the word * armory,” in the second line, and 
inserting in lieu thereof the words— 

* At such place on the western waters as shall be se- | 
lected and decided upon by the President of the United 
States, afier such examination for a proper site for an arm- 
ory shall bave been made under his direction as will en- 
able him to decide upon the most suitable site for the estab- 
lishment of the same, $20,000.” 

The paragraph, as it would read if thus amended, | 
was then read | 

Mr. RICHARDSON raised a question of order | 
on the amendment. 

The CHAIR overruled the point of order, 

Mr. BAYLY. I move that the committee ries, | 
with a view to movea suspension of the rules in 
the House for arresting this debate under the five 
minates rule. 

Mr. VINTON claimed the floor. 

Mr. V. said, if it was necessary to establish an 
armory in the western country, the proposition he 
had submitted would give a fair chance to all the 
places which had been designated. He replied to 
the remarks of Mr. MeCrernnanp, and repelled 
the idea that a member was an enemy to the west- 
ern country, because he did not happen to be in | 
favor of Fort Massac. To one thing he had been | 


| to be stricken out by adding thereto the following: 


j 


— die 


| not yet constructed. 


Mr. BAYLY. 


i 


I see | 


The motion that the committee rise was then | 


withdrawn. c 
And the question recurred on the amendment of | 


Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. McMu ten | 
and Evans of Ohio were appointed. 
The CHAIR again requested gentlemen to vote 


The question was then taken, and the vote stood 
—nyes 44, noes not codnted. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

The question then recurred on the motion of | 
Mr. Caxvin to strike out the whole paragraph. 

Mr. INGE moved to amend the item proposed | 





* For the purchase of a site and commencing the neces- 
sary work for a national foundry at Tuscaloosa, Alabama, 


$20,000, to be applied under the direction of the Secretary 
of War.” 


|| ment was ruled out of order. 


I acquiesce in the suggestion of | 
| 


. 
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The question ‘ine then tak ’ 
| ment of Mr. Ince was eee te the amend. 


| The question again recurred on the amendment 


amendment by adding thereto the following: 
** Provided, further, Having in view .the sal s 


|| that may be produced by the Peace Convention unt effects 
| sion at Frankfort-on-the-Maine, which may a 


bomen in ses. 
= ish the 
of arms for the purposes of war, it is hereby pron 
ot arms aaa x be ‘constructed, shall’ be supe } 
ans as to suita ‘Or the purpose o 
| other amusement.” oe f bunting’ game or 
The amendment was not pressed to a vote. 
The question recurred and was taken on th 
motion to strike out the paragraph, and ji = 
agreed to. , 


Mr. CALDWELL, of Kentucky, moved to 


_ amend the bill by inserting the following: 


‘“< For compensation due Charles Lee Jones, 
Congress, June 2d, 1848, for expenses incurred 
rengiered in raising, oiganizing, subsisting, 
three companies of volunteers mustered a 
the service of the United States, $2,000.” 


| Mr. HALL said that was precisely the same 


under act of 
and services 
and transporting 
nd received ing 





_ proposition, he believed, which was ruled out of 

| order eee He renewed the point of order 
Mr. CALDWELL said it was not precisely the 

same, and called for the reading of the act provi. 

ding for the pay of volunteers applicable to this 

| case. 

The act was read. 


order. 

Mr. CALDWELL wished to make an explana. 
tion, but it not being in order, he appealed from the 
| decision of the Chair. 

The question, ‘* Shall the decision of the Chair 
stand as the judgment of the committee?’ was 
| taken by tellers, (Messrs. Tuompson, of Pennsyl- 
| vania, and Corwin,) and decided in the afirma- 
tive—ayes 80, noes 40. 

So the decision was affirmed, and the amend 


|| Mr. CHANDLER moved to amend the bill by 


the insertion of the following: 


“To W. P. Wallace & Co., for duties paid by them as 
sutlers during the Mexican war, on goods imported and sold 
exclusively to the officers and soldiers of the army of the 
United States, $3,166 20.” 


Mr. CROWELL raised the point of order, that 
the amendment was not in order, on the ground 
that there was no law authorizing the appropria- 


ion. 
_ The CHAIRMAN sustained the point of order, 
and ruled the amendment out of order. 

The following being under consideration— 


y of the mounted troops of the United Siates army, 


i | || this debate, and that we could suspend the vote in || $50,000.” 
AYLOR said, the gentleman’s amend- | the House for the purpose of arresting it. 


| Mr. OTIS said, as there seemed to be a disposi- 
| tion to retrench, and as $350,000 was appropriated 
for additional arms in another section, he saw no 
| necessity for this appropriation at the present 

time. He deprecated the course of the House 
| during this session, in voting almoat everything 
that was asked, and that this was an item which 
| might be stricken out. He mentioned that in the 
| bil! as originally reported, this item was not inclu- 


ded, but had been inserted in the last printed bill. 

Mr. BURT moved to strike out the item and in- 
sert the following: 

« For the purchase of such pistols as may be deemed by 
the Secretary of War best adapted for the use of mounted 
troops, $25,000.”? 

Mr. B. said that this amendment was offered 
in obedience to the recommendation of the Secre- 
tary of War. He held in his hand a communi- 
| cation from the Secretary of War, covering a com- 
| munication from the acting Chief of the Bureau of 
purchase 





| Ordnance, recommending that the 


Mr. I. said a few words of explanation, of || should not be confined to any particular pistol, as 


which little was heard on the right of the Chair, | 


_ it was not certain that Colt’s was the best weapon 


and hoped that the two propositions for an armory | that could be procured for mounted troops. 


-and a foundry would be approved together. 
. Mr. STANLY said he had one objection to 


these expenditures at this time. We have voted 
liberally, millions of acres for railroads which are 
And we have a bill before 


_ the House for the improvement of harbors and 


rivers. If this bill passes, it may be important to 
locate the armory at some point accessible by rail- 
roads and by water. Mr. S. regretted to see gen- 
tlemen earnestly advocating the establishment of 
these armories, foundries, &c., and opposing the 
improvement of rivers and harbors. 


| ‘The two communications referged to were read. 

Mr. THOMPSON opposed the amendment of 
Mr. Burt. These communications made a direct 
issue with almost all the distinguished officers of 


the late war with Mexico. (They all agreed that 
this was the most important weapon belonging 0 
the service. From the authority before the House 
then, he took it for granted that this was the best 
arm that could be 


t 
them. 
rendered this arm necessary now. 


in the hands of mounted 
, and that it was absolutely necessary for 

The kind of warfare on our fronuer 
He was pro- 


The CHAIRMAN ruled the amendment out of 


Committee on 
gmendment: 
«for the pure 
pork OW military 
ete observe 
“ong whe office 
pander th 
ded, That | 
eto the low’ 
5 asonable 


n eo, sabe 
ad a half cents 
Me. P. ren 
involved but 
nent and al 
importance b 
a means 0 
preserving 
the United Si 
“the power 
ibe laws of t 
repel Invasio 
here hav 
sty fur the 
wer, and 
pairiotic citi 
of time and 
qwer the © 
Sule gover 
dager, and 
all times, to 
and the ave 
sors of the 
nance and 
Among t 
to Congress 
scribe th 
raced b 
respectivel 
cept such fF 
the service 
to appoint 
the discipli 
In pursi 
of May 1% 
discipline 
be observ 
States, In 
and riflem 
in the exe 
spectively 
hardly , hi 
imperative 
ene 
ther duty 
for the St 
tain what 
cise is; al 
of giving 
laws—to 
in the Cc 
and whic 
thatthe C 
this smal 
tribution 
ber of t 
military 
system 
With 
press, €2 
bad; anc 
of gener 
ent Stat 
fited, ii 
troops ¢ 
_Volu 
Ua, hav 
to act it 
United 
weeps 
Nationa 
the eat 








Fae argue that the appropriation was 
ating, because the supply on hand would be 
vale to the use of emigrants, when the time 


aspired 
ie. Burt, (to strike out the item in the 
pi, and insert the amendment,) and it was agreed 


vrhe question then recurred on the motion of 
yc. Onis, to strike out the paragraph as amended. 
The motion was agreed to, 
amended was stricken gut. 


Mr. PEASLEE said, he was instructed by the 
Committee on the Militia to offer the following 


 gnendment: 


«Por the purchase and fair distribution of some concise 
| gork on military tactics and regulations, according to the 
een observed by the regular army of the United States, | 

8 ong the officers of the militia in the several States of the i 
2 ander the direction of the Secretary of War, $10,000: | 


question was then taken on the amend- 
| 


and the paragraph | 








enled That the Seeretary of War shall contract for the 
ane to the lowest bidder, who will contract to furnish them | 
ina geasonable time to be fixed: 4nd provided, also, That | 
ach copy, substantially bound, shall not exceed sixty-two 
god a ball cents.” 

Mr. P. remarked, that the amendment proposed | 
igvolved but a small amount for the encourage- 
nent and aid of an institution deemed of great | 
importance by the founders of our Government, | 
ga means of defence against foreign foes, and of 
preserving internal peace, The Constitution of 
ih: United States provides that Congress shall have 
«the power of calling forth the militia to execute 
ihe laws of the Union, suppress insurrection, and | 
repel invasions.” : : 

There have been occasions when it was neces- 
ary fur the General Government to exercise this | 

wer,and there may be again. Those of our 
piriotic citizens, then, who make great sacrifices 
of time and money, to prepare themselves to an- 
wer the calls of the General Goverdment and | 

Sute goversments, in all times of difficulty and | 
danger, and who hold themselves in readiness at 
altimes, to act as the guardians of private right, 
and the avengers of public wrong, as the conserv- 
srs of the public weal, are entitled to the coun- 
woance and encouragement of the Government. 

Among the powers granted by the Constitution 
to Congress, also, is clearly included the power to 
prescribe the system of discipline to be observed and 
practiced by the militia; reserving to the States 
respectively, the right to govern the militia, (ex- 
cept such part of them as may at any time be in 
ihe service of the United States,) with the power 
o appoint officers, and to train them according to 
the discipline prescribed by Congress. 

In pursuance of this power, the act of Congress | 
of May 12:h, 1820, provides that the system of | 
discipline and field exercise, which is and shall 
be observed by the regular army of the United 
Sites, in the different corps of infantry, artillery, 
aid riflemen, shall also be observed by the miliua 
inthe exercise and discipline of these corps, re- 
spectively, throughout the United States. It can | 








hardly, however, be expected, alihough this law is | 
imperative upon the States, that it will be generally | 
observed, unless Congress shall discharge its fur- | 
ther duty of furnishing the means or opportunity | 
for the States, or its officers of the militia, to ascer- 
itin what that system of discipline and field exer- | 
ce is; and it is for this purpose—for the purpose | 
of giving effect, to some extent, to the existing | 
lws—to the powers and duties clearly contemplated | 
in the Constitution to be exercised by Congress, | 
and which we concieve to be its duty to exercise, | 
that the Committee on the Militia have recommended | 
iis small appropriation for the purchase and dis- | 
‘bution among the States, according to the hum- | 
ber of their militia, of some concise work of 
military tactics and regulations, according to the 
system observed by the regular army. 

Without the encouragement and action of Con- 
gress, each State will adopt some system, good or 
iad; and the consequence will be an entire absence 
of general system with which the militia of differ- 
ot States may acquaint themselves, and thus be 
fitted, in case of necessity, for serving with the 
roops of any other State, or of the United States. 

_ Volunteers, and, as | before remarked, the mili- 
lla, have been called upon in defence of the country, 
act in conjunction with the regular forces of the 
United States, and may be again. When these 
‘oops serve ther, they constitute but one 
national force. Their tions are directed by 
he same head—they are governed by the same 


articles of war—the details for detachment, guard, | 
or any other service, are made from them equally; | 
they are in truth blended together, as much as are 
the troops of the regular army when acting by 
themselves separately. It is, therefore, important 
that a system of instruction, brief, clear, and con- 
formable to the regulations governing the regular | 
troops, should be readily accessible to them, to | 
enable the militia officer, whom the common ne- | 
cessity may call to the common defence, to bring | 
his corps into line with instructed regulars, without | 
any marked distinction, other than such as the | 
of time and opportunity may readily account 
or. 

All acknowledge that a uniform system of disci- 
pline is highly essential to the efficiency of mili- | 
tary bodies; and this small appropriation will aid 
in securing uniformity and sufficiency in the mili- 
tia, towards which our country muat ultimately | 
look for defence against foreign invasion and | 
domestic difficulties. I am aware that a disposi- | 
tion has been evinced of late years in the commu- | 
nity to suffer the militia to fall into utter disorgani- 


zation; our forefathers, however, considered a well- || 


organized and efficient national militia as the most | 
appropriate and legitimate defence of a free, high- | 
minded, and enlightened people. 

They would have looked upon the prevalent | 
disposition, to which I have alluded, as alarming, 
and it is truly so; for if it is not arrested, it must 
inevitably result in a heavy increased peace estab- | 
lishment, of which, it seems to me, we have had | 
warning the present session, especially within a | 
few days past, from the very large amount of our | 
army, navy, and fortification appropriations. 

There is no such thing, there never was, from the 
foundation of soeial society, such a thing asa civil 
government without a physical force of some sort 
for its support—the question is not, therefore, 
whether we shall have any military force, but what 
that force shall be. 

Sir, this formidable arm of our defence, the mili- 
tia, against a large standing army, should not be left | 
to degenerate into inefficiency and insignificance, | 
or to be sustained only by the exertions of the | 
public-spirited military men, or occasional and 
partial contributions of patriotic States, or any other | 
accidental circumstances; for if it is so left, it must | 
be finally wholly destroyed. Our best and surest | 
defence in all times of real danger, trouble, and | 
difficulty, ought not to be entirely overlooked; and | 
yet, while there is no portion of our defence more | 


important or essential for the preservation of the | 
rights and liberties of the American people, there | 
is none less encouraged and fostered, either by the | 


General Government or most of the State govern- 
ments. While countless millions have been and 
are being expended upon the army and navy, upon 
fortifications and objects of internal improvement, 
and while, sir, this very year, in a time of profound 


peace, we are making such large approniations for | 
| the army and navy, amounting to over $17,000 000, 
and that not near the amount asked for, while | 


countless thousands—mi lions, | might almost say 
—have been appropriated, and are being appropri- 
ated for the purchase and distribution of books, 


accomplishing objects not half ao important as | 
this, not to be compared with it; while we have | 


on our statute book a law making it imperative 
upon the officers of the different corps of infantry, 
artillery, and riflemen, to train their companies 
according to the system of discipline and exercise 
of the regular army of the United States,—I hope 
Congress will not refuse to furnish them the means 
and opportunity of ascertaining what that system 
of discipline and field exercise is. It is not fit or 
becoming for the law-makers of a free people to 
imitate, in any respect, the example of a tyrant, 
who exacted obedience, under severe penalties, of 
edicts or laws which he posted so high or wrote so 
illegibly, that none could know what they were. 
Mr. SACKETT moved to amend the amend- 


ment, by striking out’ the word ‘tacties’’ and in- | 


serting “* The Plongh, Loom, and Anvil.”’ 
The CHAIRMAN ruled the amendment out of 
order. 


The question was taken, and the amendment of 
Mr. Peastee was rejected. 


Mr. MEADE moved the following as an addi- 
tional section: 

“« And he it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of 
the Secretary of War to order the diacharge of any soldier 
of the army of the United States, who at the time of his 
enlistment was under the age of twenty-cne years, upon 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


evidence being produced to him that such enlistment was 
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without the consent of his parent ar guardian.” 

Mr. RUMSEY made the point that the amend- 
ment was not in order, as it did not propose an 
orEenvinn. ¢ 

he CHAIRMAN overruled the point of order. 

The question being on agreeing to the amend- 
ment— 

Mr. MEADE said, at the instance of the Judi- 
ciary Commitiee, he had drawn up this proposi- 
tion as a joint resolution. It arose out of a case 
of a citizen of Pennsylvania, whose son, at the 
age of 17, had joined the army on the frontiers of 
Texas. He explained the present provision of 
law for the discharge of infants, inconsideraiely 
joining the army, by habeas corpus, and the diffi- 
culties attending this remedy, and urged the prop- 
osition as presenting a better mode of relief. 

He €xplained the peculiar hardships of the case 
referred to, and urged the justice and propriety of 
the provision. 

The question was then taken, and the amend- 
ment was agreed to. 


Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, moved to add 
the following section: 


* Be it further enacted, That the 9th section of the act 
of the Lith of February, 1847, entitled ‘An act to raise ad- 


| ditional military force, and for other purposes,’ shall be so 


construed as to allow bounty land to every soldier who 


|| served in Mexico, in the proportions prescribed by said aci, 


whether he was discharged at his own request or for his 
own convenience, uniess the rolls show that he was dishon- 
Orably discharged.”’ 

Mr. BURT submitted that the amendment was 
not in order, on the ground that it proposed a 
change of the law relative to bounty lands. 

Mr. STANTON (amid cries of order) said, the 
amendment did not seek to change an existing law, 


| but to overrule an arbitrary decision of one of the 


ship upon many of our patriotic citizens. 


departments, which had operated with great hard- 


The CHAIRMAN ruled the amendment out of 
order. 
Section 3 being under consideration, as follows: 


* Sec. 3. and be it further enacted, That the moneys 
which may be received by the proper officers of the army 
for the sales of subsistence, military stores, and other sup- 


|| plies, be, and they are hereby, exempted from the operation 


of the act of the 3d of March, 1819, eutitled ‘An act requirmg 
all moneys, received from the custome and all other suurces, 
to be paid into the Treasury, without abatement or reduc- 
tion.’ 

Mr. OTIS moved to strike out the section. 

Mr. BAYLY said, it ought not to be stricken 
out. The law which required all receipts to go imo 
the Treasury and be reappropriated, ought not 
to be applied to the army. He explained, that 
when the army moved from one place to another, 
the stores were frequently sold, and with the re- 
ceipts were repurchased when located at the next 
station. ‘The Secretary of War and Genera! Gib- 
son had both urgently recommended this provision, 
and had represented the great inconveniences which 
resulted from requiring the general law to be ap- 
plied in this case, under which all these smal! sums 
must be deposited in the Treasury, and reappro- 
priated. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, inquired, in 
case this law were repealed to the extent proposed, 
if there would remain any law regulating the dis- 
position, &c., of these stores? 

Mr. BAYLY replied in the affirmative, and 
stated that the section proposed to repeal only 
the law witich required all moneys received to be 
deposited in the Treasury, and reappropriated, in 
so far as said law applied tc sales of furniture, 
stores, &c. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 


The bill having been read through— 

Mr. BAYLY moved that the committee rise and 
report the bill. 

ending this motion—— 

Mr. BURT moved the following amendment, to 
come in at the end of the last secuon: 

‘* And that the pay and emoluments of the Superintendent 
of the United States Military Academy shall in no case be 
less than the pay and emoluments al’owed by law to the 
Professor of Natura) and Exverimental Philosophy.” 

He said the amendment was very earnestly rec- 
ommended by the Secretary of ar. it was 
more imperatively required at this time by the re- 
cent increase of salaries of professors at West 
Point. Their salaries had all been increased, and 
the superintendent’s salary, which was altogether 
inadequate, remaining unaltered, that officer feit 
himself degraded. 
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"Mr. CARTTER moved to strike out that part | 


of the amendment which provided for back pay. 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, made the 
point of order, that this amendment was not in 
order, on the ground that it contemplated 
change of existing law. He said he was inclined 
to think the proposition right, but not in order 
here, and other amendments of this character 


| 
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The amendments having been read— 

The question was taken on concurring in those 
upon which no separate question had been asked. 

And they were concurred in. 


The amendment made in Committee of the 


| Whole on the state of the Union, making an ap- 


having been ruled out, he must insist upon apply- | 


ing the same rule to this amendment. 
r. BURT wished to say a word to show that 
the arnendment was in order. 
Objection was made, 


The CHAIRMAN sustained the point of order, | 


and ruled the amendment out of order. 
Mr. BURT appealed from the decision. ; 
The question, “ Shall the decision of the Chair 








stand as the judgment of the Committee? 
decided in the affirmative. 


m 


was 
So the decision was affirmed and the amend- || 
ent was ruled out of order. 


Mr. McLANE moved to lay aside this bill and 


take up House bill No 448, providing for the im- | 
He said that | 
the Committee on Commerce had troubled the | 


provement of rivers and harbors. 


House but little during the session; they had in- 
structed him to move to take up theriver and harbor 
bill immediately after the army bill was disposed 
of. tle boped the motion would commend itself 
to the judgment of the committee, and that they 
would proceed at once to the consideration of the 
bill which he had indicated. 


The CHAIRMAN ruled the motion out of | 


order, and held that under the ruleof the House 
the committee was obliged to rise and report the 
army bill, itmmediately after «disposing of the 
amendments. 

Mr. McLANE pointed the Chairman to a pre- 
ee ae his motion. 

Mr. CARTTER interposed with an amend- 


propriation for the purchase of a site near the cit 
of Mexico for a cemetery for the burial,of Ameri- 
can soldiers (who had fallen during the late war) 
and American citizens who might die, &c., coming 
up on the question of concurrence— 

Mr. FOWLER withdrew his objection. 

And the question having been taken, the amend- 
ment was concurred in. 


On concurring in the amendment striking out 


“ For purchasing a site and commencing the necessary 
works for a national armory at ‘ Fort Massac,’ near the con- 


| fluence of the Cumberland, Tennessee, Ohio, and Missis- 
| sippi rivers, pursuant to the provision of the act of Septem- 


ber, 1841, and to the report of the commissioners appointed 
under said provision, $20.000, to be applied under the direc- 
tion of the Secretary of War?— 


Mr. RICHARDSON asked the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered. 
And after some conversation between Mr. 


|| MARSHALL and the Speaker, as to the effect of 
\| the vote, the question was taken, and resulted— 


| 


i 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


ment to the army bill, and moved to strike outthe | 


fourth section, as follows: 


keeper at Liul® Rock arsenal, Arkansas, be allowed, from 


the first day of October, eighteen hundred and ed 


to the twenty-fifth day of October, eighteen bandred an 


act of the twenty-third of Auguet, eighteen hundred and 


forty-two, to be paid tothe storekeepers at the Washington, | 


i} 


|| John A. King, La Sére, MeClernand, Robert M. McLane, 


Pitsburg, and Watervliet arsenals, and that there be paid 
to militury storekeeper David Butler twenty dollars per 
month, for and during the time he has performed the duties 
of commissary and aseistant Comuissary of subsistence 
and quartermaster. 


He said he moved the amendment on the princi- 


from South Carolinia [Mr. Burr] had been ruled 
out of order. The. whole section provided back 
for military storekeepers. 


ir. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, said the | 


section had received the favor of two committees, 
viz; the Committee on Military Affairs, and on 
Ways and Means, and he hoped it would be re- 
tained. 

The qaestion was taken, and the amendment 
was rejected. 

Mr. BAYLY moved that the committee rise 
and report the bill. 

Mr. McLANE again pressed his motion to lay 
avide this bill, and take up the river and harbor 
bill. 


The CHAIRMAN ruled the motion out of | 


order, 

The motion of Mr. Barty was putand agreed 
to. 
The committee then rose, and the chairman re- 
ported the bill and amendments to the House. 

And the question being on concurring in the 
said amendments, and on ordering the bill to be 
engrossed for a third reading— 

Mr. BAYLY demanded the previous question. 

There was a second, and the main question was 
ordered to be taken. 

Mr. McLAWNE, of Maryland, moved: that’ the 
rules be suspended, and that the House resolve it- 
self into Committee of the Whole on the state'of 
the Union, with a view to take up the river and 
harbor bill, 

The SPEAKER. The motion is not in order. 
The House is now acting ander a special order. 

The amendments were then read. 

The SPEAKER stated, that if. any gentleman 
desired a separate vote on any amendment, he 
wouid give notice of it, On concurring in amend- 
ments on which no separate vote was asked, the 
vote would be taken together. 


| 
} 
1} 
| 
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Sec. 4: And be it further enacted, That the military store- || 


| 


forty-nine, Ole same compensation as is authorized by the | 


| 





| 








yeas 98, nays 60, as follow: 


YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Alexander, Anderson, An- 
drew, Ashmun, Booth, Bowie, Bowlin, Burrows, Chester 
Butler, E. C. Cabell, Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, 
Casey, Chandler, Clarke, Clingman, W. R. W. Cobb, Cor- 
win, Crowell, Daniel, Deberry, Dickey, Disney, Dixon, 
Doty, Duncan, Durkee, Eliot, Alexander Evans, Nathan 
Evans, Fowler, Freediey, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Grin- 
nell, Halloway, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, Henry, Hibbard, 
Hilliard, Holmes, Houston, Howe, Hubbard, Hunter, Jones, 
Kerr, George G. King, Preston King. Leffler, Littlefield, 
Horace Mann, Job Mann, Marshall, Mason, Matteson, Mc- 
Lanahan, Meacham, Millson, Moore, Nelson, Ogle, Otis, 
Outlaw, Pitman, Reed, Reynolds, Rockwell, Root, Ross, 
Rumsey, Sackett, Sawtelle, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, 


| Silvester, Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, Thaddeus Stevena, 


Strong, Taylor, John B. Thompson, Thurman, Tuck, Van 
Dyke, Vinton, Waldo, Wallace, White, Whittlesey, Wil- 
drick, and Williams—98. 

NAYS—Messrs. Ashe, Bay, Bayly, Beale, Bissell, Bo- 
cock, Briggs, Albert G. Brown, Buel, Burt, Joseph Cable, 
George A. Caldwell, Caftter, Cleveland, .Coleock, Dim- 
mick, Edmundson, Featherston, Fitch, Faller, Gerry, Hall, 
Hamilton, Hammond, Harlan, 'sham G. Harris, Sampson 
W. Harris, T. L. Harris, Holladay, Howard, Inge, Joseph 
W. Jackson, R. W. Johnson, Kaufman, James G. King, 


McMullen, McQueen, Meade, Miller, Morris, Morton, Orr, 


|| Peaslee, Peck, Potter, Powell, Richardson, Robbins, Savage, 


Seddon, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Stet- 


|| son, Jacob Thompson, Wentworth, Wood, and Wood- 
pie on which the proposition of the gentleman | 


ward—60. 

So the amendment was concurred @f, and the 
item was stricken from the bill. 

On concurring with the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union in its amendment stri- 
king out the appropriation of $50,000, for the pur- 
chase of Colt’s Revolving Pistols— 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, asked the 


|| yeas and nays, which were ordered, 


Some conversation followed ¢n a point of order 
between Messrs. Jones, Tuompson of Missis- 
sippi, and the Speaker. 

The question was then taken and resulted— 
yeas 116, nays 46; as follow: 


YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Alexander, Allen, Alston, 
Ashe, Bingham, Bissell, Booth, Bowie, Breck, Briggs, Buel, 
Burrows, Burt, Chester Butler, Joseph Cable, Joseph P. 
Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, Casey, Clarke, Clingman, Col- 
cock, Corwin, Crowell, Deberry, Dickey, Disney, Dixon, 
Duncan, Durkee, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Feath- 
erston, Fitch, Fowler, Freedley, Gerry, Goodenow, Gott, 
Gould, Grinnell, Hall, Halloway, Hamilton, Hammond, 
Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Hay, Haymond, 
Hebard, Henry, Hibbard, Hilliard, Holmes, Howe, Hubbard, 
Hunter, Joseph W. Jackson, Andrew Johnson, Jones, Kerr, 
George G. King, James G. King, John A. King, Preston 
King, La Sére, Leffler, Littleficld, Horace Mann, Job Mann, 


Marshall, Mason, Matteson, McQueen, Meacham, Meade, 
Millson, Moore, Morris, Morton, Nelson, Orr, Otia, Outlaw, 


Parker, Phelps, Pitman, Powell, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, 
Rockwell, Ross, Rumsey, Sackett, Sawtelle, Schermertiorn, 


Schoolcraft, Seddon, Silvester. Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly, 
Thaddeus Stevens, Tayior, Thurman, Tuck, Van Dyke, 
Venable, Wallace, Whittlesey, Wildrick, Williams, Wood, 


and Woodward—116. : 
NAYS—Messrs. Ashmun, Bay, Bayly, Beale, Boecok, A. 
G. Brown, Thomas B. B ter, E. ©. Cabell, George A. Cald- 


well, Cattter, Chandler, Cleveland, Daniel, Dimmick, Doty, 
Edmundson, Fuller, Gilbert, Harlan, Holladay, Howard, 
James L. Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Kaufman, MeClet- 
Lane, Miter, Morehead, Ogte, Peasiee, 
Peck, Phanix, Potter, Richardson, Robbins, Savage, Fred- 


nand, Robert M. 
erick P. Stanton, Richard H, Stanton, Stetson, J 


n, John B. Thompson, Vinton, Waldo, White, 


Wright, and Young—46. 


So the amendment was concurred in, and the 


item was stricken from the bill. 
All the amendments having been disposed of — 
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The question recurred on ordering 

third reading. Sune the bil « 
he question having been tak he 
the atliaeaiee.- oe omy and decided in 

The bill was read @ third time by its title 

And the question being, “ Shall this bill pass 

Mr. BAYLY demanded the previous question 

There was a second. The main question we 
ordered, and being taken, the bill was passed es 

r. B. am directed by the itte 
Ways = Means—— : Committee of 
r. WLER. I gise to a privil 
es 7: move a snegeaidesation of nw 
which the army a riation bill was 
— — motion te laid on the table. Passed, and 

r. JONES asked the yeas and nays: wh; 
were ordered. z “y"i which 

Mr. FOWLER withdrew the motion. 

GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS. 

Mr. BAYLY reported back from the Committee 
of Waysand Mears, the amendments of the Sen. 
ate to the civil and diplomatic appropriation oj) 
and said he was directed by the committee to rec, 
ommend that some amendments be agreed to and 
others disagreed to. He moved that the bill and 
amendments be referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. B. moved that the House resolve itself into a 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
to take up the said amendments. 

Mr. STANLY suggested the propriety of taking 
a recess. 

The CHAIRMAN propounded the question on 
the motion of Mr. Bayty. 

Mr. JONES suggested to Mr. Barty the pro. 
priety of first making the amendments the specia| 
order. 

Mr. BAYLY said the appropriation bills had 
precedence, and it was unnecessary to make a spe- 
cial order. 

The motion of Mr. Barty was put, and agreed 
to. 
The House accordingly resolved itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Burr in the chair.) 

Mr. BAYLY moved to take up the amendments 
of the Senate to the civil and diplomatic appropria- 
tion bill. 

RIVERS AND HARBORS. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, moved to amend 
the motion of the gentleman from Virginia, so as 
to provide for taking up the river and harbor bill, 

he CHAIRMAN stated that the motion was 
notamendable, If the motion of the gentleman 
from Virginia failed, it would then be in order to 
move to proceed to other business. 

Mr. McLANE (amid calis to order) gave notice 
that if the motion was rejected, he would move to 
take up the river and harbor bill. 

The CHAIRMAN again propounded the ques- 
tion on the motion of Mr. Bayty. 

Mr. STANLY inquired, in case the motion 
pending were disagreed to, if it would not be in 
order to move'to take up the river and harbor bill? 

The CHAIRMAN’S reply was not heard. — 

Tellers were asked and ordered, on the motion 
of Mr. Bayty. : : 

Messrs: Witprick and Duncan were appointed 
tellers. 

The question was taken, and the tellers report- 
ed—ayes 88, noes 55. 4 

So the amendments of the Senate to the civil 
and diplomatic appropriation bill were taken up. 
‘ The CHAIRMAN called the committee toor- 

er. 

A pause ensued. Order having been restored, 

The first amendment of the Senate was read. 
It proposes to strike out all after line twelve in the 
first page of the bill, as follows: 

% Provided, That the porte BA Senators, Representa- 
tives, and Delegates shall be computed on the route 
by which the mails are transported from the Capitol to the 
residence of such Senator, Representative, or Delegate: 
And provided, further, That no such member of either branch 
of Congress, residing east of the Rocky Mountaius, shall re- 
ceive more than one thousand dollars mileage for each ses 
sion, and. no such member or delegate t west of the 
Rocky mountains shall receive more than two thousand dol- 
lars mileage for each session ; nor shall any member of the 
ve mileage for any session of that body which 
thirty days after 

Houses of Congress, unless the travel for which sach 
is charged has been actually performed.” 

Mr. BAYLY said the Committee of Ways and 
Means had recommended thai the House now 
concur in the proposition to strike out. 


the adjournment of 
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1850. 


The question, ** Will the House concur in the 


dment of the Senate?” was taken, and de- 


in th tive. 
ad hm sous vine to strike out the words. 
Some conversation ensued upon a point of order, 
in whieh Messrs. THOMPSON of Misaissippi, 


Chairman participated. 


gestion then was on inserting the follow- 
amendment of the Senate: 


« And it is hereby declared that, according to the true in- 
retation of the third section of the act entitled * An act 
ree compensation to the membersof the Senate, mem- 
7 House of Representatives of the United States, 
" ® the Delegates of the Territories, and repealing all 
and laws on that subject,’ approved twenty-second Janu- 
om ween hundred and eighteen, all certificates which 
ay; aie or may be granted by the presiding officers of the | 
Te and the House of Representatives respectively of 
ar ount of compensation due to the members of their | 
per Houses, and to such Delegates, are, and ought to 
. deemed, held, and taken, and are hereby declared to be, | 
ye cjasive upon all the departments and officers of the 
Governinent of the United States.” 


+, BAYLY said, the Committee of Ways and 
vhs recommend a concurrence in this amend- 



































































ent. I 
The question was taken, and the amendment 
was concurred in. 

Amendment No, 2 of the Senate. Strike out 
fom the clause appropriating for the compensa- 
tion of the officers and clerks of both Houses of 
Congress, ‘* $39,557 50,”’ and insert * $41,913 26.” | 

Mr. BAYLY. The Committee of Ways and 
Means recommend a concurrence in this amend- 
ment. * : ; z 

The question was taken, and it was concurred in, 

Amendment No. 3 of the Senate. Strike out 
the following proviso: 

« Provided, That the members of the present House of | 
Representatives shall be allowed $45 for stationery for the 
first, and $35 for the second session.”’ 

On the recommendation of the Committee of | 
Ways and Means, concurred in. 

Amendment No. 4 of the Senate. Strike out 
“thirtieth”? and ** twenty-sixth” in the date of | 
the law regulating the international exchanges of 
documents of Congress. , 

The amendment was concurred in. 

Amendment No. 5 of the Senate. 
the following: 

“To enable the Clerk of the House of Representatives 
to furnish and deliver to each of the members and delegates 
of that House, of the present Congress, who have not already 
received them, such books as have been furnished to the 
members of the 28th, 29th, and 30th Congresses, including to 
all members and delegates of the present House, the residue 
of the eighth volume of the statutes of the United States, 
already published, the ninth volume of that work, and the | 
index; also, the collected opinions ofthe Attorneys General 
of the United States, published under the direction of H. 
D. Gilpin, Esq., late Attorney General, and Finance Re- 
ports, which have been prepared in obedience to the act of 
Congress of May 10th, 1800, $30,000: Provided, That this 
ahall not authorize the reprinting of any of said books ; and 
the Clerk shall, before said books are delivered to members 
entitled to receive them, cause each copy to be marked or 
stamped in some ineffaceable manner, on the cover and 
tile page, with the name of the member receiving the 
same: And provided, further, Thatno work thus authorized 
to be furnished shall be obtained or delivered by the Clerk 
unless he shall be able to procure a sufficient number of 
copies thereof to furnish a complete set to each member and 
delegate entitled thereto’ — 


And to insert in lieu thereof the following: 

“Por addition to the contingent fund of the House of 
Representatives, $30,000,” 

Mr. BAYLY. The Committee of Ways and 
Means recommend a concurrence. 

The question was put and the amendment was 
concurred in. 

Amendment No. 6 of the Senate. Strike out 
“five thousand”’ and insert ‘* one thousand”’ in the 
clause appropriating for the compensation of the 
Vice President of the United States. 

Mr.BAYLY. The Committee of Ways and 
Means recommend a concurrence. 

Mr. JONES explained that the appropriation 
Was intended to cover the salary of Mr. Fillmore 
tothe end of his Vice Presidency; and that one 
thousand dollars was sufficient for that purpose. 

re was no Vice President, he said, now, and 
therefore an aneregeseae for that office was un- 
necessary. The President of the Senate was paid 
48 such, $16 per day out of the general appropria- 
tion for the per diem of the Senators and Repre- 
sentatives. 

The question was put, and the amendment was 
Concurred in. 


Amendments Nos. 7 and 8 of the Senate. Strike 
out the following: 





To strike out 


¥ 


HOUSTON, BAYLY, JONES, VINTON, and 


| 





| 
} 


| 





4 Por the incidental and contingent expenses of said de- | 
partment, [of State,) viz: Fer publishing in newspapers of | 
the States and Territories the laws of the United States, | 


$10,850 ;” and insert— 
“Por 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


1981 


The question was then taken, and the amend- 


ment was concurred in. 
Mr. HOUSTON moved that the committee rise, 


publishing the laws in pamphlet form, and in the 4 in order to submit a motion that the House take a 


newspapers of the States and Territories, and im the eity of | pecegs, 


Washington, $18,200.” 


The question was then taken on the motion— 


Messrs. BAYLY and JONES explaingd that the | ayes 64. noes 35. 


Senate had merely 
clauses of the bill as it had passed the House, con- | 
templating the same object. The Committee of 
Ways and Means recommended, a concurrence 

The question was severally put on the two 
amendments and they were conourred in. 

Amendment No. 9 of the Senate proposed to | 
insert “‘seven hundred” after the word thousand 
in the following clause: 


; 
| 


embodied in ene clause two || 


} 
| 
| 


The committee then rose and reported progress. 
Mr. BAYLY moved that the rules be suspend- 
ed, and that the House resolve itself into Com- 


| mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
| All the mischief that had ever been done (he said) 
| in Congress since he was here, had been done in 


« For compensation of superintendent and four watchmen || 


of the northeast éxecutive building, one thousand and ten 
dollars.” 

Mr. BAYLY. The Committee of Ways and 
Meang directed me to recommend a disagreement 
to this amendment. 

The question was put, and the amendment was 
non-concurred in. 

Amendment No. 10 of the Senate. To reduce 
the appropriation for furniture in the office of the 
First Comptroller from $500 to $100. 


Mr. BAYLY. The Commitee of Ways and || 


Means recommend a concurrence. 

The question was put, and the amendment was 
concurred in. 

Amendment No. 11 of the Senate. 
item— 


night sessions. 
r. McQUEEN moved that the House adjourn. 
The House refused to adjourn. 
Mr. HOUSTON desired to move that the House 


| take a recess until six o’clock. 


The SPEAKER. The motion is not in order 


|| except under a suspension of the rules. 


The question recurred on the motion of Mr. 
Bay ty, that the House resolve itself into Com- 


| mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 


Mr. MEADE desired to move that when the 


| House adjourns, it adjourn to meet atten o’clock 
| to-morrow morning. 


“ For cases for records, documents, and official papers || 


preserved in the office [of the First Auditor,] and necessary 
furniture, $1,000; the words— 

* And for 7200 in addition to the salary now received by 
the recording clerk in the First Auditor’s office. 

Mr. BAYLY explained that this recording 
clerk now received but $800 per annum. The 


Committee of Ways and Means recommend that 


it be not concurred in; but that is not my own | 
| 


opinion. I think it ought to be concurred in. 


The question was put, and the amendment was | 


concurred in—ayes 70, noes not counted. 
Amendment No. 12 of tne Senate. Strike out 
the ** $18,700” in the following clause: 


“For compensation of Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 


And add as follows: 
“Including the sum of $1,109 86 due and to be paid to 


George R. Herrick, for services heretofore periormed | 


under the sixteenth clause of the act of May 9th, 1836, enti- 
tled ‘ An act providing for the salaries of certain officers 
therein named, and for other purposes,’ $19,809 86.” 


Mr. BAYLY. The Committee of Ways and 
Means recommend that the amendment be notcon- 
curred in. 

Mr. HAYMOND made some remark not un- 
derstood. 

Mr. VINTON explained that the effect of the 
amendment was to put in what is really the private 


claim of Mr. Herrick—a claim which the Commit- || 


tee of Ways and Means had rejected. The com- 
mittee believe it to be a private claim and that it 
should not go in the bill. 

Mr. HUNTER differed. He maintained that 
the amendment was intended merely to give the 
construction to the law which was intended by 
those who enacted it. 


i 


|| pend the rules, for the purpose of going into Com- 


The SPEAKER said, the Chair had heretofore 
ruled that that motion was nota privileged ques- 
tion. 

The question again recurred on the motion of 


Aad ti che } Mr. Bay ty. 


|| to move to take a recess? 


Mr. VINTON, (to the Speaker.) Isit in order 


The SPEAKER. The Chair haa stated that the 
motion is not in order except under a suspension 
of the rules, and that motion cannot now be made, 
because there is already a motion pending to sus- 


I ; | mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
amendment was to increase it to $1,000. The 





The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Bayty, and decided in the negative. 

So the House refused to go into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. HOUSTON moved a suspension of the 


|| rules to enable him to move that the House take a 


recess until six o’clock. 


Messrs. BAYLY and JONES asked the yeas 


dian | and nays; which were refused. 
and the clerks, messengers, and assistant in his office, || 
$18,700. 1 


Mr. ASHE moved that the House adjourn. 

The House refused to adjourn. 

The question recurred on the motion te suspend 
the rules. Tellers were asked and ordered. 

Mr. BURT expressed his doubts whether there 
was a quorum, and suggested that the House 
should resolve itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, and so remain until 
seven o'clock. 

Mr. VINTON said a quorum could not be got 
here within the next two hours. 

Mr. JONES inquired of the gentleman whether 
he supposed any quorum could be got here to- 
night? . 

Mr. MEADE suggested that the House sheuld 
adjourn until to-morrow at ten o’clock. 

Messrs. Venasce and Wentwortn were ap- 
pointed tellers. 

The question, ‘* Shall the rules be suspended ?”’ 


|, was taken, and the tellers reported—ayes 80, noes 
| 32. No quorum. 


After some further remarks by Messrs. VINTON i 


and HUNTER, 

The question was put, and the amendment was 
non-concurred in. 

Amendment No 13 of the Senate. To strike 
out * $5,000,”* and to insert ** $1,000"" in the item 
apropriating $5,000 for the eerste maps, &c., for 
the office of the Secretary of the Interior. 

Mr. BAYLY. The Committee of Ways and 
Means directed me to recommend a concurrence in 
the amendment. 

Mr. VINTON expressed a hope that the amend- 
ment of the Senate be non-concurred in. He 
stated that there was a necessity for the original 


provision of $5,000 for the purchase of a library 


for the Department of the Interior. 


Mr. JONES hoped that the amendment would | 


be concurred in. A better library could be ob- 


| 


tained if the proper books were purchased from | 


time to time, than by placing a large sum at once | 
in the hands of an agent,to be expended at his || 


discretion. 
Mr. VAN DYKE moved that the committee 
rise; which question was put, and disagreed to. 


} 


| 


_Mr. BAYLY. That is the way it will be all 
night. 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, moved that 
the House adjourn, 
Tellers were asked and ordered on the motion to 
adjourn, and Messrs. Butter of Connecticut, and 


The question was taken, and the tellers re- 
por Pare 65, noes 45. 
| So the House adjourned. ; 

(The Senate proceedings of this day will be found a/ter 
the House proceedings of Friday.) 


| i 
| HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripar, September 27, 1850. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
Mr. BAYLY. I move that the rules be sus- 
| pended, and that the House resolve itself into 
' Committee of the W hole on the state of the Union. 
ESTATE OF THE LATE HON. HENRY NES, 
Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsyivanm, appealed to 
the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Bayt] to 
| Whol the motion to go into Committee of the 
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Whole on the state of the Union for a few mo- 
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mente, to enable him (Mr. 8.) to offer a resolution 
roviding for the payment of arrears due to his 
ate colleague,(Mr. Nes} | 

The SPEAKER. By the unanimous coneent 
of the House, the resolution may be entertained 
pending the motion of the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia to go into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. BAYLY gaid, he regretted that he could 
not comply with the request of the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, (Mr. Srevens;) be (Mr. B.) had 
already refused a similar request from more than 
twenty of his friends, and he could not, therefore, 
yield the floor to the genueman from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, said, that the 
object sought to be attained could not be accom- 
plished in any other way than by the adoption of 
the resolution he proposed to offer. 

Mr. BAYLY.. 1 hope that the resolution may 
be received by unanimous consent. 

The resolution was then read, as follows: 

Resolwed, That the Clerk of the House be directed to set- 
He the account of Henry Nes, deceased, late a member 
of this Hoake, allowing his per diem until the end of the 
seasion, and pay the balance due to Charles Nes, in trust for 
his ininor children, 

The resolution, after a word of explanation from 
Mr. Srevens, was adopted. 

The question then recurred on the motion of 
Mr. Bayxy, that the House resolve itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

THE PUBLIC PRINTING. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. | rise to a privileged 

vuestion. I. ask the unanimous consent of the 
Mead to make a report from the select commit- 
tee heretofore appointed on the subject of the pub- 
lic printing. We ought (said Mr. W.) to have the 
report before us, before we act upon the civil and 
diplomatic appropriation bill. 1 do not propose 
that any action should be taken upon the report. 
i desire to move that it be laid on the table and 

rinted. 

The SPEAKER. The report can only be re- 
ceived by unanimous consent. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. Of course the report 
wili have to be read, or there will be no use in 
making it. 

Mr. BAYLY. 
ject. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. The reading is all we 
want. | repeat that we cannot act understandingly 
upon the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill, 
unless the contents of this report are known to the 
House. 

Mr. BAYLY._ I object. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. I move that the rules 
be suspended, to enable me to make the report. 

The SPEAKER. The motion is not now in 
order, because there is already a motion pending 
to suspend the rules for the purpose of going into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. Then I hope that the 
motion will be voted down. 

Mr. ORR. And I hope—— 

[Calls to order. 

fhe SPEAWE 
der. 

Mr. ORR (continuing)—that the motion will be 
voted down. 

Called to order. } 

he SPEAKER again admonished the gentle- 
man from South Carolina, [Mr. Onr,] that no re- 
marks were in order. 

Mr. ORR, (continuing.) The report ought to 
be received before—— 6 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from South 
Carolina is out of order and will take his seat. 

Mr, ORR resumed his seat. 

CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATIONS. 

A message was received from the Senate by A. 
Dicxins, Esq., Secretary of the Senate. 

The SPEAKER. Before the question is taken 
on the motion of the gentleman from Virginia to 
go into Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, the Speaker feels it his duty to communi- 
cate to the House a message which has just been 
received from the Senate. The Chair will ask that 
the message may be reported to the House. 

No objection having been made, the message 
was read, as follows: 

A wes-age from the Senate by Mr, Dicxrns, their Secretary. 

Mr. Sreaxer: i am directed to notify the House, that in 
engrossing the amendments of the Senate to the bill enti- 


tied “An act making ap iation for the civil and diplo- 
matic expenses of the Government, for the year ending 





If the report is to be read I ob- 


said, no remarks were in or- 


| 
| 
| nays, 75; as follow: 


_ THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 








June 30, 1851, and for other purposes,” a mistake was made 

| by stating as an amendment that the words “ five thousand 

| five hundred,” in lines 25 and 26 of page li, had been 

| struck ont, and the words “ one thousand”? inserted in lieu 
thereof, and request that the Secretary be permitted to cor- 
rect the error. 

The message having been read, 

The SPEAKER. Upon an examination of the 
Manuai the Chair finds that there is an instance of 
| a similar case which occurred before. The Chair 
would read the passage from the Manual. 

‘The passage was as follows: 

“If messengers commit an error in delivering their mes- 
sage, ticy may be admitted or called yin to correct their 
message. Accordingiy, March 13, 1800, the Senate having 
made two amendments to a bill trom the House of Repre- 
sentatives, their sceretary, by mis‘ake, delivered one only; 
which beg inadmissible Uy itsell, that House disagreed, 


duced a discovery of the mistake. The seeretary was sent 
to the other Hwuse to correct bis mistake, the correction 
was received, and the two amendments acted on de novo. 
[ Manual, page 192.) 

Mr. VINTON moved that the Secretary of the 
Senate be permitted tv make the correction. 

Ordered accordingly. 

CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATIONS. 

The question recurred on the mouon of Mr. 
Bayty, that the House resolved itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the State of the Union. 

Mr. BAYLY. This is the last day 

Calls to order. 

Mr. BAYLY. 
my mouon. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. BAYLY. I will not be responsible if the 
appropriation bills should not 

Calis to order. 

The SPEAKER said, no remarks were in order. 

The question, ** Will the House resolve itself 








I call for the yeas and nays on 





into Committee of the Whole on the staje of the | 


Union?’ was then taken, and resulted—yeas 84, 


YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Anderson, Ashmun, Baker, 
Bay, Bayly, Beale, Booth, Howlin, Briggs, Chester Butler, 


E. C. Cabell, George A. Caldwell, Joseph P. Caldweil, Camp- | 
bell, Cartier, Clingman, W. R. W. Cobb, Daniel, Vickey, | 


Dimmick, Disney, Dunham, Edmundson, Eliot, Feather- 
ston, Fitch, Fuller, Hamilton, Hammond, Harlan, [shaw 
G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hay- 
mond, Hibbard, Howard, Huvbard, Inge, Joseph W. Jack- 
son, Robert W. Johnson, Junes, John A. King, La Sere, 
Leffler, Littlefield, Mason, Matteson, McClernand, MeLan- 
ahan, Robert M. McLane, Meade, Miller, Millson, More- 
head, Morton, Nelson, Peck, Pheenix, Potter, Powell, Rey- 
nolds, Richardson, Risley, Robbins, Ross, Savage, Saw- 
telle, Silvester, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, 
Stetson, Strong, Jacob Thompson, James Thompson, John 
B. Thompson, Underhill, Waldo, Watkins, Wellborn, Whit- 
tiesey, Wildrick, Willams, and Young—3#4. 

NAYS—Messts. Alexander, Allen, Alston, Andrews, Ben- 
net, Bingham, Bissell, Bokee, Bowie, Albert G. Brown, 
Buel, Burt, Thomas B. Butler, Joseph Cable, Calvin, Casey, 
Chandler, Cleveland, Cole, Corwin, Crowell, Deberry, 
Dixon, Doty, Duncan, Durkee, Alexander Evans, Nathan 
Evaus, Fowler, Freediey, Gilbert, Goodeao — , Gott, Gould, 
Grinnell, Hall, Halloway, Hemy, Howe, George G. King, 
Preston King, Horace Mann, Marshall, MeKissock, Mc- 
Queen, Moore, Morris, Newell, Ogie, Orr, Otis, Ourlaw, 
Phelps, Pitman, Putnam, Rockwell, Root, Ramsey, Sack- 
ett, Schermerhorn, Schovleralt, Spaulding, Sprague, Suuly, 
Thaddeus Stevens, Taylor, ‘Thurman, ‘Tuck, Van Dyke, 
Vinton, Walden, Wallace, Wentworth, White,and Wood- 
ward—75. 


The House accordingly resolved itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Burr in the chair,) and resumed the consid- 
eration of the amendments of the Senate to the 
civil and diplomatic appropriation bill. 





Amendment No. 15 of the Senate. Strike out 
from the item ‘*for compensation of clerks and mes- 
sengers in the office of the chief engineer, [in the 
War Department,} $5,650,” the words $650, and 
insert, in lieu thereof, the words: 

* $900, including compensation to the disbursing agent of 
said office of $250, in addition to his salary as clerk: Pro- 
vided, said agent shall give bond, with approved surety, for 
the taithful disbursement of the funds intrusted to him.’ 

Mr. BAYLY said, the effect of the amendment 
was to increase the salary of a clerk who had but 
9890 per year. The Committee of Ways and 
Means had directed him to move that the House 
non-concur in the amendment. He had been in- 
formed that the clerk was faithful to his duties, 
and he was decidedly in favor of the increase. He 
had opposed this session all iccrease of appropria- 
tion, had gone for a reduction of the estimates, 
but he must support the increase in this case. 
His idea of economy was not “ penny-wise and 
pound-foolish.”” He was for retrenchment in 
large and unnecessary objects, but in a meritorious 
case like this, there wasno want of economy in 
making the increase. 


and notified the Senate of weir disagreement. ‘This pro- | 












Sept. 27, 


Mr. JONES: opposed the increase ; 
that it was another attempt to raise a shies ios 
by law, in a bill making appropriation for _ 
provided for under exisiting law. 


It 
precess of adding on to the expenditures" ieee 


matters, that the ja te a iati 
became necessary. Tan laden oe oa 
this case, they would have applications herent . 
to increase others. He hoped that the » > 
a would not be concurred in. ~~ 
e question was then ta ' 
ment oa disagreed to. eny‘and the amen. 
Amendment No. 16 of the Senate. Strike 
the word ‘ three” and insert * five,’ 95 _. 
make it read $6,500 instead of 6,300, i, 
following clause: cham 


« For compensation of the clerks an 
Bureau of Provisions and Clothing, 


ment,] $6,300." 

The Committee of. Ways and Means reco 
mended a concurrence in the amendment. ~ 

Mr. WALDO explained that the object of 1} 
amendment was to increase the salary of a ark 
who was receiving but $800 per annum, and Miy 
the duties of principal book-keeper. He wes 
doing business equal to the clerks in the other 
offices, who were receiving from $1,200 to $1,400 
perannum. He hoped the House would concur in 
the amendment. 

- The question was taken, and the amendment 
was non-concurred in. 

Amendment No. 17 of the Senate. Add at the 
end of the clause appropriating for the clerks and 
messengers in the Bureau of Provisions an¢ Cloth. 
ing, the following: 

“The annual i i 
neniie a — of the assistant book-keeper 

Mr. WALDO explained that this amendment 
was to provide for the case which he had just ex- 
plained. 

Mr. McMULLEN objected to the increase, and 
asked what the salary of the clerk now was? 

Mr. BAYLY explained that the salary was 
$800, and it was proposed to increase it to $1,000. 

Mr. HUBBARD said that the committee had 
recommended a non-concurrence in the amend- 
ment. 

‘ ae VINTON made some remarks not distinctly 
heard. 

Mr. WALDO supported the increase ina few 
remarks, in which he spoke of the superior quali- 
fications of the clerk. 

The vote was taken by tellers on the question of 
concurring in the amendment, and the result was— 
ayes 76, noes 40. 

So the amendment was concurred in. 

Amendment No. 18 of the Senate. Strike out 
the following item: 

** For compensation of the Chief of the Bureau of Medi- 
cine and Surgery, and of the assistant surgeon, clerks, and 
messenger in his office, $6,800. 

And insert in lieu thereof the following items: 


‘For the annual salary of the Chief of the Bureau of 
Medicine and Surgery, $3,000. 

“ For arrears of salary of the Chief of the Bureau of Med- 
icine and Surgery, provided by the act of 3d March, 1549, 





d messengers j 
{im the Navy Depot 


«« For compensation of the assistant surgeon, clerks, and 
messenger in the office of the chef of the Bureau of Medi- 
eine and Surgery, $4,300.” 


Mr. BAYLY said, the Committee of Ways and 
Means, by a very large majority, recommended & 
non-coneurrence. Dr. Harris, the head of the Bu- 
reau of Medicine and Surgery, now received $2,500. 
The proposition was to increase it to $3,000. He 
was perfectly satisfied that the public interest did 
not require the increase, ° 

Mr. HOLMES contended that Dr. Harris, a 
scientific officer at the head of a bureau, should re- 
ceive $3,000, like the heads of the other bureaus. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, said the sal- 
ary was fixed by law at $2,500. He argued that 
there was no necessity for the increase—that this 
was an improper mode of increasing salaries, and 
that the increase, if necessary, should be made by 
a — law. : 

he amendment was non-concurred in. 

Amendment No. 19 of the Senate. Strike out 
the words between [brackets] in the following 
item, which is classed under the head of “ Con- 
tingencies of the Navy Department:” - 

* ¢c of ntendent and three watci- 
ainet Gareee, snore building, $1,750; [the sa 


ary of the three watchmen betng increased trom $855 © 
9500 each per annum from first July, 1850.”’) 


Mr. BAYLY. The Committee of Ways and 
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Means recommend a non-concurrence in this 


Ll. 
The question was taken and the amendment was 


: d to. 
Terendment No. 20 of the Senate. - Add after 


se appropriating $300 for specimens of 
ae oe be reserved at the Mint, the fol- 


ing. ; 
ip cided, That the Secretary of the Treasury be hereby 

thorized to DWAIN for the United States the right to use the 
wi ved methods of refining argentiferous gold bullion, 
wr tly discovered and being patented to K. 8. MeCulloh 
rerjames C. Booth, or the right to use any other method 
of accomplishing the same object which may hereafier be 


gscovered and patented, by allowing to the said patentees a || 


, not exceeding one half of the difference between the 
= of the labor and materials required in the process now 
at the United States Mint, to refine such bullion, and 
the cst of the labor and materials necessary to be used in 
ihe new process which may be adoptvd. But the depositor 
gall pay the compensation so agreed upon if he elects to use 

new method, o¢ else have the right to resort to the pres- 
es process, unless the Secretary of the Treasury should fiad 
necessary hereafter to direct otherwise, But the contract 
wall pot extend over a greater period than that for which the 
parent is given.”’ : : | 

r. BAYLY said, the Committee of Ways and 
Means, by an equal division, recommended, that | 
the amendment be non-concurred in. 

Mr. BOWLIN characterized this provision as | 
he most extraordinary of which he had ever 
peard. It give the Secretary of the Treasury the 

wer by his edict to say that everybody who car- 
ried his gold to the Mint should patronize this in- | 
yentor. If it was valuable, it would be used by | 
individuals voluntarily. But this was a proposi- | 
tion to compel the citizen to use this particular in- | 
yeotion. It was a most extraordinary and tyran- 
sical proposition. He hoped it would be voted 


own, 

"ue EVANS, of Maryland, said that, the Sec- 
rary of the Treasury would have to resort to the 
old, antiquated, and expensive method ifthe words 
excepted to by the gentleman from Missouri (Mr. 
Bowntn} were changed. He hoped that amend- 
ment would not be made. 

Mr. BOWLIN explained, that he had not of- 
fered an amendment. 

Mr. STRONG called attention to what he con- 
sidered the objectionable mode of payment con- | 
templated by this amendment. He had no objec- | 
tion to the use of the patent, which was no doubt 
valuable. But he desired to know the amount 
which was to be pati. He was opposed to the 
method of compensation by allowing a portion of 
the savings to the patentees. He was willing t& 
makean appropriation to purchase the process, but 
ojected to the mode contemplated by the amend- 
ment. 

Mr HOUSTON (Mc. S. yielding the floor) said, 
he did not understand that the new method was | 
cheaper than the old. It might turn out to be | 
more expensive, and yet, under this amendment, 
the Government would be compelled to purchase 
the patent. . 

Mr. STRONG thought it was a cheaper process; 
he had so understood. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, made an 
explanation as to the mode of payment, which was 
not heard, 

Mr. STRONG persisted in his objection to the 
mode of compensation. 

Mr. PHELPS was in favor of the amendment. 
Heexplained the present system of refining gold 
at the Mint, and the advantages possessed by the 
new process. He believed thatthe new method, 
to far from increasing, would diminish the ex- 
pense, and that it would diminish the amount paid | 
by depositors for refining gold, and that it would 
greatly increase the capacity of the Mint. 

Mr. BOWIE said, if the committee would have 
patience and examine the merits of the amendment, 
he thought they would not hesitate to adopt it. 
He entered into a brief exposition of the advanta- 
ges of Mr. McCulloh’s process, and the benefits 
which would result from its adoption to the Gov- 
ernment, which would, he said, save six thousand 
dollars per month by its use. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, took the 
floor, but yielded to 

Mr. STRONG, who proposed the following 
amendment, in lieu of the above: 


“To enable the Secretary of thé Treasury to obtain for 
the United States the right to use the improved methods of 
refining drgentiferous-gold bullion, tecently discovered and 
being nted to R. 8. McCuilloh and James C. Booth, or 
the right to use any other method of accomplishing the same 

which may hereafter be discovered and patented, the 








Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, said, he 
should feel constrained to vote against both amend- 
ments. No recommendation from the department 
had been made of this process. He thought Con- 

ress was going ahead of the music. Let Doctor 
Gcrese and the Secretary of the Treasury, and 
the persons connected with the Mint, examine this 
mode and report the result to the next Congress. 
If they recommended it, he was willing to be lib 
eral with the parties. Until then, he was opposed 
to any action upon the matter. He hoped the 
committee would consider what they were about, 
before they sanctioned this proposition. 
| Mr. GILBERT sustained the amendment of the 
| Senvte. He explained, that under the old mode 
| large quantities of muriatic and nitric acids were 
required for refining, which could only be trans- 


| ported on the decks of vessels. ‘The new mode 


| dispensed with the use of these acids, and its I" 
adoption, therefore, wes of much importance to 


| California. 

| Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, did not know 
the inventors, nor anybody concerned in it. 
But he thought it was just to the Government and 


right to the inventor, that this amendment should 


be adopted. He was in favor of the policy which 
it contemplated. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, said the memorial 
of these parties was referred, early in’ the session, 
to the-Committee on Commerce, and he had made 
some inquiries aboutit. He had no doubt this was 
a great improvement, and very valuables; but he 
submitted that this was one of those classes of 
cases which should not be sanctioned, unless 


trusted with the administration of the Government. 
| There was a responsibility there, and Congress 





from these departments. Without that recom- 
mendation there was no responsibility. He had 
no doubt that the most improved facilities which 
the genius and science ofour people might invent, 
would have to be resorted to, to meet the growing 
requirements of the country. His objection was 
not to this process, but against this mode of con 
necting the Government with patented inventions, 
which exposed it to be the instrument of the 
grossest abuses. The only reason why this sub- 
ject was not before us ina joint resolution was, 
| ‘that the Secretary*of the Treasury had not recom- 
mended it, under all the information upon which 
such a recommendation would be based. 

Some explanatory coversation followed between 
Messrs. McLANE, BOWIE, and McCLER- 
NAND. 

Mr. McLANE said he had another objection. 
This was not a proposition to authorize the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury to go into market and use the 
patent for whatit might be worth to the Govern- 
ment. It contemplated a partnership between the 
Government and these individuals. 
posed to anything of the kind. His principal ob- 
jection was, that this was one of aclassof cases 
which ought not to come to Congress. He did 
not want a law put upon the appropriation bill 
proper, to regulate the Mint. It was not the place 
for it. 

He was opposed to it on the ground also of ex- 
travagance—of swelling the appropriations. 





the Mint of the United States, should be excluded 
from the general appropriation bill. Ele was the 
more earnest in opposition to including it because 
he wished to see a general law passed regulating 
the Mint of the United States. 
friend from New York, that if this amendment were 
to be admitted, an amendment might also be 
adopted for the establishment of a new Mint, with 
power to use all new inventions, We needed a 
new Mint establishment, with increased facilities 
of coinage proportionate to the vast influx of bul- 
lion from California. 


it came through one of the departments in- | 
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| 





He | 
further urged that this provision of law regulating | 


He appealed to his | 


He was op- || 


| 


i} 


| 
| 
i 








} and advisedly upon that matter. 


1983 








lishment of a new Mint, but it should not be done 
on the appropriation bill. de was aware thac it 
was an ungractous task to resiat these applica- 
tions, which were forced upon them; but he urged 
that they should shelter themselves behind their 
rules and exclude such propositions altogether 
from the a propriation bill, 

Mr. BAYLY moved that the committee rise. 

The motion was put, and agreed to. 

So the commitiee rose and reported. 

Mr. BAYLY moved a resolution in the usual 
form to terminate debate on the amendments to the 
civil and diplomatic appropriation bill in five min- 
utes, , 

Mr. ORR inquired if it would be in order to 
move to lay the resvlution on the table? 

The SPEAKER replied that the motion was in 
order. 

Mr. ORR wished to say a word. 

The SPEAKER said it could only be done by 


| unanimous consent. 


No objection being made— 

Mr. ORR said it was known that a very import- 
ant amendment had been made by the Senate at 
the close Of this bill, to release the present con- 
tractors for the printing of Congress from their 
contract. It was known that the select committee 
on printing desired to submit @ report on that sub- 
ject which would put the House in possession of 
such facts as would enable them to act properly 
That request 


wag denicd them. It was now proposed to close 


| the debate on this bill, so that none of the facts 
| which the commitiee had gathered after a four 


month’s investigation, could be submitted to the 
House. He asked that this resolution be voted 


| down, so that this matter of printing might be 
knew where to look when recommendations came || 


fairly discussed. He intended that the country 
should know the facts even if the House stifled 
them. 

Mr. BAYLY desired to be permitted to say 

The SPEAKER said, no debate was in order 
except by unanimous consent. 

No objection being made— 

Mr. BAYLY proceeded to say that the amend- 
ment to which the gentleman from South Carolina 





| alluded, was the very last amendment to this bill. 


Unless they stopped debate now, it was perfectly 
manifest to the House that they could not pass 
this appropriation bill to-day. 

Mr. ORR suid, the special committee were ready 
to report now, and all they would ask waa to have 
the report read, 

The question, “ Shall the resolution be laid on 
the table?’’ was decided in the negative. : 

The question recurring, ** Shall the resolution 
be agreed to?’’, 

The yeas and nays were asked, and the question 
being taken by tellers, (Messrs. Duncan and Orr,) 
the yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland. If the report is 
allowed to be made that is all—— 

The SPEAKER called the gentleman to order, 
and said no remarks were in order, except by 
unanimous consent. 

Calls to order. 


Mr. VINTON inquired if the resolution was 


| Open to amendment? 


The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 
Mr. VINTON said, he would move to amend 


| the resolution so as to limit debate on all the amend- 
| ments except the last. 


The SPEAKER said, the amendment was not 


| in order, as the proposition would require a sus- 


pension of the rules. 

Mr. ORR asked and obtained leave to withdraw 
the demand for the yeas and nays. 

The resolution of Mr. Barty was adopted. 


REPORT ON PRINTING. 


~Mr. ORR moved to suspend the rules to enable 
the select committee on printing to make their 


Mr. KING, of New Jersey, suggested a modi- || report. 


fication of the amendment of the Senate, to insert 


i 
} 


The SPEAKER propounded the question on 


after the word ‘‘ authorized” the words ‘if in || the motion of Mr. Orr. 


his discretion he shall approve of so doing,” so as 
to leave it discretionary with the Secretary of the 
Treasury to adopt this improvementor not. This 


Mr. BAYLY said, he desired to inquire (for his 
vote would depend upon the answer) whether the 
committee desired merely t) make their report and 


would obviate the objection of the gentleman from || have it printed, or whether they wished it read to 


Maryland, that the proposition was a tyraanical 


one. 

Mr. McLANE (continuing) repeated that he 
would like to see new inventions adopted and the 
facilities of coinage greatly increased by the estab- 


consumie two hours? 
The SPEAKER called the gentleman from Vir- 


ginia to order, and requested the House to restore 
order. 


Mr. ORR said, he had no ‘disposition to em- 
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barrase the House now. Ail he wanted was that 
the report be read before the amendment relative to 
inting was acted on. 

The SPEAKER again called to order, and said 
that these remarks could only be indulged by 
uanimous consent. 

Mr. BAYLY. I am told by a member of that 
committee that it will tate three hours to read the 
report, 

The SPEAKER propounded the question, 
“Shall the rules be suspended to enable the select 
committee on printing to make their report?” 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, suggested to 
Mr. One ihatthey might adopt the resolution to ter- 
minate debate, and after having acted upon all the 
amendments except the last, they might reconsider 
the order closing debate. 

The SPEAKER stated that it was his own 
opinion that this could be done, but the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania must recollect thet the House 
had overruled the decision of the Speaker in a 
similar case, and held that after an order had been 

artly executed, the Elouse could not reconsider 
it. The opinion of the Chair, however, was that 
the voie might be reconsidered. 

Mr. STEVENS. We can in this way accom- 
plish the object the gentleman from South Carolina 
has in view. 

Mr. BURT suggested to his colleague [Mr. Orr] 
that he had no doubt it was competent for the 
House to reconsider the vote afier the order should 
have been partly executed, and with that viewglie 
hoped his colleague would not insist upon his mo- 
tion to suspend the rules at this time. 

Mr. MARSHALL rose to make an inquiry in 
reference to the state of the question. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair must insist upon 
acompliance with the rule. Debate is not in order. 

Cries of order. 

The SPEAKER called the House to order, and 
said all business must be suspended until order 
wasrestored. He stated to the gentleman from 
Kentucky, that no remarks were in order on a 
motion to suspend the rules. 

Mr. MARSHALL said he was not debating, 
but merely asking what was the state of the ques- 
tion. 

The SPEAKER. Inquiries are not in order. 
The question is on the suspension of the rules, to 
enable the select committee on printing to make a 


report. 

Mr. VAN DYKE rose to a question of order, 
and inquired if the last vote was not to go into 
Coramittee of the Whole on the state of the Union ? 

The SPEAKER said the gentleman was mis- 
taken in point of fact. The last vote was the 
adoption of the resolution to terminate debate. 

The question, ‘“‘ Shail the rules be suspended, to 
allow the select committee on printing to make a 
report?’’ was taken, and decided in the negative 
without a count, 

Mr. BAYLY. Has the resolution to close de- 
bate been adopted ? 

The SPEAKER. It has. 

Mr. & VANS, of Maryland, called for a count 
on the question just taken to suspend the rules. 

The SPEAKER said the call was too late. The 
result had been announced. 

Qn motion by Mr. BAYLY, the House again 
resolved iteelf nto Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, (Mr. Buar in the chair,) 
and resumed the consideration of the amendments 
to the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill. 

The question recurred on agreeing to the amend- 
ment of Mr. Srrone, asa substitute for the amend- 
ment of the Senate. 

The question was taken, and decided in the neg- 
ative. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. KING, of New Jersey, moved to ameni 
the amendment of the Senate by inserting after 
the word “ authorized,’ the words *‘ if in his dis- 
cretion he approves of so doing.”’ 

The ainendment to the amendment was agreed 


to. 

Mr. HOUSTON moved to amend the amend- 
ment by inserting a proviso that the expenses of 
the new process should not exceed those of the 
old one. 

He argued that as but two months would ’elapse 
before Congress again met, no legislation should 
be taken at this time. 

Mr. CARTTER inquired of the Chair, if it was 
in order to move an amendment? 


The CHAIR said not. 


Mr. HOUSTON said he was willing to with- — 


draw his amendment. 
Objection was made. 


Mr. CARTTER said he would then wait until | 


the question was taken. 


The reading of the amendment of Mr. Houston 


was then called for; and it was read. 


The question was taken, and the amendment | 


was rejected. 

Mr. CARTTER moved the following amend- 
ment, to come in at the end of the Senate amend- 
ment: 

« And provided, That the patentee shall not receive more 


| than $5,000 per annum during the time his patent may be 


| 
| 





LT 


used by the Mint and its branches.”’ ; 
Mr. C. thought the amount designated in his 
amendment was a sufficient indemnification. He 


was opposed to placing the Government under trib- | 
ute to any patentee for anything. He believed the | 
true principle to be, that the Government should | 
have the use of the implement which it guarantied | 


to the inventor; and if the matter were within his 
control, he would ingraft a provision of this kind 
upon the patent laws. He hoped his amendment 
would be agreed to, and he then intended to vote 
against the whole proposition. 
the amendment of the Senate was adopted, the 


Government would lose more than $120,000 per || 


annum. : 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
of Mr. Carrrer; and the vote stood—ayes 67, 
noes not counted. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 


The question recurred on concurring in the | 


amendment of the Senate as amended. 
The amendment as amended was rejected. 


The 2lst amendment of the Senate, making an || 


appropriation for taking the census in Oregon Ter- 


ritory, was (under the recommendation of the | 


Committee of Ways and Means) concurred in. 
The 22d amendment of the Senate was read as 

follows: 
“ Page 21. After line 25, insert: 

TERRITORY OF NEW MEXICO. 

‘For salaries of governor and superintendent of Indian 


Affairs, three judges and secretary, nine thousand seven || 


hundred dollars. 
*“ For contingent expenses of said Territory, one thousand 
dollars. 


“For compensation and mileage ofemembers of Legis- 


lative Assembly, clerks, officers, and contingent expeuses 
of the Assembly, twenty-four thousand dollars. 


__ “For library for said Territory, five thousand dollars: | 
| Provided, That the library for the Territories of New Mexico | 


and Utah shall be purchased by agents to be appointed by 
the President of the United States. 


* For public buildings for the Territory of New Mexico, i) 


twenty thousand doliars.”’ 

Mr. BAYLY said, the Committee of Ways and 
Means proposed a non-concurrence in all these 
appropriations for the Territories. 

he amendment was non-concurred in. 

Amendments 23 and 24 of the Senate. To 
strike out ** $6,300” and insert ‘* $8,300,” in 
the appropriation for the salaries of the Attorney 
General, and the clerk and messenger in his office; 
and increasing that of the messenger to $700 from 
the lat of July, 1850, and adding at the end thereof 
the following words: 

“ And the saiary of the Attorney General being hereby in- 
creased to $6,000 per annum from the same day.”? 

Mr. MOREHEAD expressed the hope that the 
amendment of the Senate would be agreed to. It 
was called for by the great amount of the business 
which passed through the hands of the Attorney 
Genevai. 

After some conversation on a point of order— 

Mr. JONES moved to amend by reducing the 
amount, and contended that the salary at present 
paid was sufficient. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky, said, the ob- 
ject was to put this officer in pointof pay ona 
footing with the other Cabinet officers. The com- 
pensation at present authorized was altogether 
inadequate, and not commensurate with the oner- 
ous nature of the duties discharged. 

Mr. JONES withdrew the amendment. 

The question recurred on concurring in the 
amendment of the Senate. 

The vote stood—ayes 85, noes 4]. 

So the amendment of the Senate was concurred 
in.” 

The following amendment coming up: page 22, 
line 13, at the ant ewes insert the words, ‘* and 
the salary of the Attorney General being hereb 
‘aieuaedll to $6,000 per annum from the same day.” 


He believed that if | 
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_ Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, 

amendment, providing that the Auton ann 

should not be retained in any case except wh 

_ the United States is interested as a party, 7 
Mr. CABELL, of Florida, made a point of o- 

_ der, that this was not the placefor the amendme,, 
The CHAIR overruled the point of ordes 

Mr. TAYLOR hoped the question would be 


stated, It was utterly impossible 
| what was going on. Cem or Meleretaad 


i Mr. ae of Mississi 
oor. € reason given, he said, for i 
| of the salary was the reason which a 
Congress to adopt the amendment he proposes 
that was to say, he should be confined entire| i‘ 
the ore: of — Government. With “in 
amendment he would vote for the 
| the Senate. eee 
Some conversation followed as to the propriet 
of Cabinet officers practising their professions qy. 
| ring their terms of office. 
| Mr. HOUSTON said, he understood the effect of 
_ the amendment was to prohibit the Attorney Gen. 
_ eral from being retained or receiving fees in any 
| except those in which the United States was a party 
|| Mr. THOMPSON assented. 


i, claimed the 


| 
| 


|| Mr. HOUSTON thought there was some force in 
|| the objection of the gentleman from Florida, [Mr. 

Cape.u,} that this was not the place in which to 
make such a change. 

He referred to the vast increase of the duties of 
| the Attorney General, correspondent with the 
_ growth of the country, and argued that they were 
| such as to occupy his whole time, and therefore the 
| prohibition was unnecessary. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, desired to offer a 
further amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN ruled it out of order, on the 
ground thatit was an amendment in the third de- 
gree, (the amendment of the Senate being an 
| amendment in the first degree.) 
|| Mr. JOHNSON appealed from the decision. 
| The question, ‘* Shall the decision of the Chair 
| stand as the judgment of the committee ?”’ was de- 

_ cided in the affirmative. 
So the amendment was ruled out of order. 
| Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, modified his 

amendment, 30 as to read, that ** in no case shall 
he be retained as attorney or counsel in the Su- 
preme Court, except where the United States are 
| interested, or are parties.” 
| « The question was propounded upon agreeing to 
| the amendment of Mr. Tuompson, of Mississippi, 
| to the amendment of the Senate. 
Mr. McCLERNAND asked for tellers. 
| Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Ocie and 
| McMu ten were appointed. 

The question was taken, and the tellers report- 

| ed—ayes 4, noes 81. 
So the amendment to the amendment was re- 
| jected. : 

The question recurred on concurring in the 
amendment of the Senate. . 

Mr. MEADE moved, (pro forma,) which was 
not heard by the Reporter. 

He believed this was one of the most, if not the 
most important officer of the Cabinet, and spoke 
of the eminent legal qualifications necessary for the 
office. He referred to the receipts of ordinary 
practice of a lawyer of such attainments as equal 
to or more than the salary of the Attorney Gen- 
eral. He spoke of the losses incurred by break- 
ing up an established practice, leaving home, &., 
and of the importance of having the very highest 
order of attainments in that office. Me was, there- 
fore, in favor of the proposed increase of salary, 
and expressed the opinion, that if the salary had 
been adequate to have commanded the whole time 
of this officer, the Government would have saved 
the $200,000 paid for the Galphin claim, and the 
$30,000 for the Barron claim. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, said, the remarks 
of his friend from Virginia [Mr. Meape]} might be 
construed to reflect upon the ability and integrity 
of the late Attorney General, [Mr. Reveroy Joun- 
son.] He (Mr. J.) knew well that it was not in- 
tended by his friend from Virginia, [Mr. Meape.) 

Mr. MEADE rose and said, his friend was 
right; he certainly had not intended to cast a re 
flection upon either the ability or integrity of that 
_ honorable gentleman. ; 

Mr. JOHNSON resumed, and said he knew !t, 


and was glad to afford his friend the opportunity 
isconception. 
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